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TO THE ^UEEN. 

MADAM, 

1 BEG leave to offer my acknowledgments for the 
permiffion you have given me to flielter this fmall 
volume under your Majeflys name. But I make 
the lefs apology for obtruding myfelf on your notice^ 
convinced, as I am, that the humbleft attempt to re- 
call mankind to a fenfe of religious and moral duty^ 
will be favourably received by a Perfonage, who, 
though feated on that eminence which commands 
obfervation, has been on all hands confeffedly exem- 
plary in the various virtues of her high ftation. 

Long may the peace and profperity of your Ma- 
jefty*s throne remain undifturbed. And many, many 
years may you continue to live, as you do at prefent, 
in the hearts of your affectionate people ! 

Thus prays your Majefty*s moft dutiful fubjefl: and 
fervant, 

SEPTIMUS HODSON. 

Asylum, 
May 1^ «79a». 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

1 HE plan of the Five Sermons pleached dur-* 

mg Lent, is taken from a late excellent trafti 

entitled, " An Eftimate of the Religion of the 

Faftiionable World*" The vices, the follies^ 

and the negligences of that part of the com^ 

munity> which is particularly addrefled in the 

Work alluded to, prevail, with a little modi« 

fication, at this time, through all the clalTes 

of fociety in this country. From the firft 

moment when I read that ufeful little book, 1 

determined to make its topics the fubjed of 

pulpit animadverfion, and to lay them plainly 

and honeftly before my hearers. It will be 

highly gratifying to me, therefore, if the Au- 

thor approves of my plan, in extending the 

defign to the remaining ranks of fociety* 

a 3 The 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Sermons, A^hich are now offered to the 
Public, were not originally intended for pub- 
lication 5 but as they appeared to me, in the 
delivery, to intereft the attention of my con- 
gregation, I conceived a hope, that the firft 
tranfient effed which is produced by a public 
addrefs, might be fixed upon the heart, by a 
careful and ferious perufal in private. And 
when once I conceived it poffible to render the 
cffedt permanent upon fomq who heard thefc 
difcourfes, I naturally indulged myfelf in an- 
other delightful hope, that I might extend 
that cffcdfc to a few who were not prefent at 
the delivery. The Reader will obferve, that I 
have merely taken the topics of the Author 
alluded to, and that I have not been guilty of 
any farther piracy, except in a very few in- 
fiances,, iritg which 1 have been unavoidably 
led by ia fimilarity of opinion, and the Au* 
. thor'3 very happy mc(fe of treating the fub*. 

jeft. 



ADVERTISEMENT, 
jedt. However defedive I may have been in 
the execution of my plan (and very far am I 
from being fanguine in the appreciation of my 
talents), I truft the Public will receive with 
candour and charity, the humbleft attempt to 
fpread the invaluable Bledings of religion and 
virtue, and moral order. 
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\VKfh**fe iJaw:cfi£hifai!iu2ed r^^^ patched 

r^ at the 

djattnikH^p^rt for-iaoirlare ^fpee&t eh^uifj^^ 26, 1792. 
iiitarthfiil^te of cAir l^i»ifual €^ 
whish)itikatb acxom{biiied with-Asitaible. 
holji fjtrrcifes and;!;ordmance«* ^ TMs^^ 
viAiPWiy:other maritictf church ciHci;^: 
line, and, Ghriflian prbfeiSGrt; i^ lioty re*'^ 
ductd. to a mere empty naaie^ Ft is tt 
chaiige^ however^ iix * th« hiftory of re-' 

B ligion. 
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2 On the Decreafe of Religion^ 

SERMON Kgion, which every good man muft very 
'^'^r^^ deeply deplore. Externals are not only 
evidences- of the exiftence of internals, 
but, in '&ur prefent grofs arid ihiperfedt 
ftate,? th^y arc alfo jieccflary aixis ..and af- 
fiftances to their prefervation. The de- 
cay of rites and cej^emonka isinQtiltoerely 
the forerunner of the decay of religion in 
the'fiearf,^ of ;wliich7tney are the vehicles ; 
but it is a iign that the inward devotion 
is already extind:. 
t5:b-:: i :i£Aflc*9tlffeM^fi»fefinm of. ChtiftiSbity; 

.To^r,-: ou^'^r^Jj^rijfejjire motranlyvrvdry^g^imlly* 
lai^ag4fer>b*jt, byf^frQa)bman5ri.ikmtinoftl 
B^ffpi}?!ftel^j;: ridiculed^; ii'- It* isi.iii^dfifele 
^10L^^^ .l«8^nuslt:ad\»cates -df -th% new 
p]^aof$p|55:M diat>jhfef tithes' 

V^>^J|^edlby:.jhisldc«pliiSbibitii^ tbs ap-^ 
Bpa^i^s giii4(fil^cQr»msofTeligiort:>^Wllo-- 
^y?^ ^l^;i;JtP,th4lvw!ij»rHi withauhifi 



> Oh ihi Decreafe of Religion,^ .3 

mind, muft fee that themoft facred obli- sermon 
gations of chriftianity^ and the pure and '— '"^^**' 
fublime morality of the gofpel, are frit- 
tered away with the outward demonftra- 
tion:of faith in its dodrines^ and the ob- 
fervance of its ordinances. It becomes, 
therefofe, th^ indifpenfible duty of the 
minifters of God, who are appointed to ' 
uphold his religion in the world, to point 
out to. mankind the error of their ways, 
and to, endeavour to lead them back into 
the paths of ^Chriftian truth* 

In- compliance with this didateofmy 
tonfdetice, in obediehfee to this commif- 
fion, from our Lord Jefus Cbrift^ \yhofe 
fervaht i: im, I fhall employ yoiir atten^ 
tibn, during the few Sundays of this holy 
fcafqii, on "th? real ftate of religion amongft 
us; i la doing this, . i fliall purfue the 
method of a late Author, to whom the 
Cbriftiao: world is highly indebted, and 
/ '•. B 2 whofe 



4 On the Decreafe of Religion. 

SERMON whofe modcfty has concealed his name, 
while his benevolence has made a valu-- 
able attempt to open the eyes of his de- 
luded fellow-creatures* 

The words, which I have fele^ted for 
my text, are the lainentation of Mary 
Magdalene over the oupty fepuldbreof 
her crucified Mafter. On the prcfent oci^ 
cailon^ I apply them metaphotdcally to the 
prefent afpecft of his religion. Wcife an 
Apoftle to defcend from Heaven, from 
the participation, of his Mailer*^ heatifi-* 
c^^Oh, an Apoftk ^ho had caught the 
divine truths, the holy precepts: from that 
Majfler's lips, who had, under the. .guid-* 
ance of jbis infpiratioii^ .penned th6fe&cred 
pages which form the only ruleof bclipf and 
practice; were he; to fc6 how thisrreligion, 
this holy word of druth^ has been garbled 
by mankind for the&oiirn purpofes, l&f^ he 
would not fcnoir the Gkrfpel j Ti^ would 

7. think 



On the Decreafe of Religion. $ 

think himfelf amongft the difciples of sermon 
fome new difpenfation, and would fay, 
*• They have taken away my Lord ;" they 
have taken away that religioa which he 
came down from 'Heaven to declare, 
which he promulgated as the only mean.-; 
by which fouls might be faved, ** and ^ 
know not where they have laid him;" I 
know not where they have concealed this 
iacred and invaluable truths I fee no tra- 
ces to lead me to it. 

The decreafe ci religion appears to 
me to be fo omdeniably notorious^ that I 
might afTume it as a point granted s but 
as, through carelefTnefs and inattention, 
this decreafe is not fufficiently obferved, 
I fhall endeavour, by illuftrating the fad, 
to mark it fo ftrongly that fome of us, 
at leaft, may be awakened to a ienfe of 
our defperate ftate, and thereby induced 
to a reformatio!) of our own condud* 

B 3 The 



6 On the 'Decre^fe of Religion. 

siRMON The decreafe of rdigion itfelf, is first 
apparent from the ncgledt of outward pre- 
feflion^ and outward obfervances. Read 
the fermons of our eminent Divines ; ex- 
amine the hiftory of the Englifh church, 
not farther back than the beginning of the 
prefent century, and you will find men of 
the higheft rank, the moft acknowledged 
abilities, and the moft accompliflied man- 
ners, paying attention to the inftitutions 
and the feafons of religion, which people 
in a certain fituation of life hardly ever think 
of at this day. Read the biography of times 
not very remote from our own, and how 
many illuftrious ftatefmen, warriors, and 
fenators are to be found, who have been 
moft exemplary in their piety and devo- 
tion ! how many great and noble names 
do we meet with, — their country's hope 
and glory,— who have thought it not un- 
worthy of them to employ their talents 

ia 



Onfht Decreajhi)/ Migiori^- f 

in the caufe of their intftintlable'felig^i'/f' sEitMON- 
But, why fhould I go back to the neceffity ' c-i*/**3^ 
of written teftimony, when I fpeafenrtfed- 
prefence of many, wh6 have witneffed aii- 
alteration, which amounts ahnoft to a re- 
volution, in religious decorum in -their' 
own times ? It would be unbecoming to 
inftance particulars very minutely; ..but 
they who sire at all advanced in years, osnld 
now hear me, will recoUeft that the very- 
fece of religion is altered firice their youttg- 
cr days — They could tell you how; mueh: 
more nunateroufly places of worfhip weiro 
attended, and how much more decent was 
the deportment of the hearers-^They could 
tell you, how different a £ice religion 
wore in private families; how differently 
times and feafons were obferved, the pte^ 
fent feafon more efpecklly, when all meii 
tei^ified the ferioufnefs of their minds> by 
a peculiar gravity of drefs—^Thcy could 
B 4 tell 



8^. On fie Decr^a/e of Religwi^ 

swMON tcU^u, that cv^afupngft the mpftrelaxw 
e4 t;he Sabbath wa? cpmpar^ively kept 
holynrrrThey could '^^U ypxxj, thjit amongft 
tjjj? higher cjai&s, ftmQn|rft tlje ippft.^ban- 
dp^e4 indiyidiial^^ oq ope flared Xo xnfult 
pttfeUc i4eceijpy,, M'^ilb that blazing, pro- 
fiM^tiftij pf tM Sabbath, ^Yhich: it is now 
anttqijated ajjd. unfashionable npt tQ give 
ifilx:^ and which is the very caukeF of pub-^ 
J^Qfjfiortlity^i .. , I 

• It wa« then '4. {siije thirtg to, hw tho 
aiedfilly <?f epHampn .^averiatiaii alfrpnt-t 
ediqr ji^fts agaipil fejigipn, by u^j^gui|e4 
jand blafphequQus Ayowal <^ ifiiideJStyji. an4 
hy fcmrilou* rcfledbJcMia uponths«|tabJifl^T 
ed piv&fibrs qf it« Si^ch eoqdu^ would 
^ben have bpcn refcnted by the cfltnpany 
whp )»d been infulted with it, and would 
iiarc^fldgpiatized the parties who h^d been 
guilty pf it* Far different featuares mark 
|he ipcfal intercQurfes pf th« pi[e(cnt day^ 



On the Deer cafe of Religion^ ^ 

To be decent, is to be morofc ; and to be sermok: 
difgufted at the fcoiF againft religion, is 
to be fanatical. Meq are emulous in their 
ridicule and their invedive^ againft what ji$ 
iacred, as if there were no other means of 
ihewing the depravity of their hearts, and 
the emptinefs of their underAandings. 

A SECOND evidence of the decreafe of 
religion amongft us, is to be found in the 
fafhionable mode of refolving Chriftianity 
jinto a mere fyftem of morality. I fhall 
have occafion hereafter, to {hew, that the 
gofpel contains fomething more than ngto^* 
rality. At prefent, I fhall content myfelf 
ivith ti>c faift, that the New Teftament i« 
put upon the fame footing with the difr 
(:ourfe8 of the fages of heathen antiquity. 
We know fiparcely any thing of the Chrif- 
jtiai) religion as it istaughtin theNewTeita-^ 
ment. Even they who are notprofefled un- 
J)c}ieyerS, wjio do not wholly negled: public 

worfhip. 



lo Oh the "Deer eafe of Religion^ 

diRMOM worfliip, treat dl the peculiarities of the 
gofpel with a great deal of indifference ; 
as in no degree effential to a good life here, 
or to our eternal falvation hereafter. We 
hear nothing of the dodlrines of faith, of 
the incarnation, of the atonement, of the 
power and efficacy of the Holy Spirit ; 
thofe c6rner-ftones of our religion ; thofe 
dodlrines by which alone a Chriftian can 
have any poffible hope. A modern Chrif- 
tian feems to know but little of a Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrifl : he talks of juf- 
tice and mercy, but he forgets that there is 
no genuine Chriftian morality but what is 
the fruit of faith j and no works acceptable 
to God, but what are offered through the 
merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift. 
Were the Apoftle St. Paul to come among 
ns, and find Chriftianity changed into 
a fyftem of juftification by works, he 
would join in the lamentation of Mary 

Magdalene: 



I. 



On the Decreafe of Religion. 1 1 

Magdalene: " They have taken away my ^*^^^* 
Lord, and I know not where they have 
kid him." 

But this is not all, we find a third evi- 
dence of the decreafe of religion in this^' 
that after having refolved the whole of the- 
gofpel into morality, we proceed to refolve 
the whole of morality into a few virtues. 
I muft again make ufe of an expreffive 
word, we have garbled the morality of the 
gofpel to our own immediatp purpofe ; we 
have not made our practice fubfervient to^ 
Cbriftian virtue, but Chriftian virtue fub*^ 
fcrvient to our pra<5tice. Thus charity and 
beneficence are the virtues moft accordant 
with what is called a liberal fpirit, and 
beft fall in with the gaiety and levity of the 
age; and, therefore, charity and benefi- 
cence are fiippofed to conftitute an amiable 
charadkier, and a good Chriftian. Thefe vir- 
tues, or rathera counterfeit fpecies of them, 

may 



1 2 On the Decreafe of Religion. 

SERMON uj3^y ijg exercifcd while wtf ncgled the 
weighty calls of juftice, foberncfs, temper- 
ance, and chaftity. But, my brethren, let us 
not deceive ourfelves ; if we are captivated 
with the beauty of one defcription of vir- 
tues, and yet difregard another of equal 
authority, fuch a partial obedience only 
increafes our condemnation, becaufe it 
ftiews that we have a capacity for all virtue, 
which we wilfully ncgled : or, if we fe- 
le<3: for our pra(5Uce one fet of virtues, 
xwx^\y becaufe they are accordant with 
our own difpofitions ; a virtue pradtifed 
on fuch felfiih principles, that nioment 
lofes its whole value in the eye of God j 
and if it is of ufe to our fellow creatures^ 
it is never-thelefs very little more than good 
arifing out of evil* When our lives arc 
in general relaxed^ it certaiply impeaches 
the veracity of the few virtues we poflefs : 
in a more particular manner, it attaches 

the 
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On ibe.Decreafe of Religion. , 13 

the virtues of cfc^ity and beneficence of ^swiCMr 
which we fc exoltingly boftftj for there call 
be no true charity which grows not out <ff 
Chriftian &itk and Chriftiah hope. That 
heart, which is warmed wkh the flattie itf 
genuine charity and beneficence, h^ 
caught a fjpark from the Divinity ; it ir ii| 
bleflfed unidn with its God, and muft ^b# 
with the fervours of piety and devotion;; :J^ 
Theie are all the evidenees of \\^id^ 
cteafe of religion ^bich-^I ihaU at preftttit 
infift upon;^ And^ Uhhffppf i6 it fbraiafli 
kind, that Ibeh i. taiiitition of /i&irft 
which is their beft fectrfiSfy ibt^ coAfcJrt 
lind happinejfe here, h/s taken ■ platfe in 
the world. -High as may be the viltib^ tw 
moralityi We find thafj alone, it i^^iH^]?^ 
infufficknt to feciire the ftithority of prirfi 
ciple. Mankliid fet' lo?)fe^ frditti^lJgiowi 
obligatkH:is we fbe» in riumfierlefs inffaift^ 
fOTget the grand duties df 'jtjftice Mjth^ 

dealings 



-14 On thi Decreafe of Religion. 

.SERMoy dealings with each other, of juftice to 

iheir families, and juftice to themfelves. 

Wje fee them, by extravagance and dif- 

honcft condjid, ' running headlong to ruin: 

>nd then, haviag no fears of a judgment 

to -come, having no reftrairits of Chriflia- 

jMty to . check them, w^hcn they are no 

fefiigff fit to liyein:ihi§ world, they plunge 

thenafehres by their own hand into that 

djtFk^ unfathomable gulph of which- they 

Jj^e no certain .notions* This is one of 

lhe:C?onfeque|i€es of the decay pf religion, 

|idbich we /eej ev^ry; day:endrea^fii}g' toipngft 

51.3,^40 a Rvoft^ajla^-ming degree/; • * 

r.\ To cgncludo: W^en Mary looked into 

thej^omb, aiid faw not ^ fljfe 

•weptr ?V\f ould .to God that every fnae yrould 

looki!itO;his p>yft ^6arti and if he find not 

his Saviour thece^; that he wgiifd wteep 

over the; deferted; fepulchre ! And may 

thc.:goodnefS;^o£..God reviye anaongft us 

the 



On the Decreafe of Religion. i^ 

the almoft expiring flame of religion ! May se ^^on 
the people of this land return unto him 
with contrite hearts, and then fhall They 
be his people, and He will be their God! 
May we, after all our iniquities, and all 
our unworthinefs, *^ be faved amongft the 
remnant of the true Ifraelites ; and be made 
one fold, under one Shepherd, Jefus Chrift 
our Lord ; who liveth and reigneth with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end !" 
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SERMON IL 

EKQUIRY INTO THE PRESENT l^TATE OP BENEVOLENCE- 



I Cor. chap. xiii. part of verfc 3. 

though I bejlow all my Goods to feed the 
Poor J and have not Charity^ it projitetb 
me nothing. 



In my laft Sunday's difcourfe I aflerted Preached 
the great decreafe of religion amongft us, Afyium, 

March 4, 

I illuft rated this in three inftances; — In the \\^^\ 

Mprning. 

negle<9: of outward profefGon and outward 
obfervances ; — In the faftiionable mode of 
refolving Chriftianity into a mere fyftem 
of morality ; — and, afterwards. In refolving 
the whole of morality into a few virtues, 
yizk Charity and Beneficence* J^ the 
C profe- 
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SERMOxV profecution of the plan I then propofed, 
it is neceflary to take notice of, and to 
confider that argument in favour of the 
prefent age, which is every day exultingly 
produced againft the charge of irreligion, 
that its benevolence is unparalleled in any 
aera of tjie wprld. 

That Benevolence is a beautiful feature 
of the prefent times I am ready to allow. 
It is not neceffary, nor ought it, to be 
concealed, that what the enlightened and 
Chriftian judgments of fome have planned 
for the rdi^f and happinefs of tiieir fel- 
low-creatares, is amply fupportcd by the 
alms of others. And, extenfive as thefe 
pkns are, would to God they were en- 
creafing, in an hundred^fold proportion, 
as the wants, the diftrcffes, and the for-^ 
rows of mankind cticreafe ! But when I 
am inclined to Value myfelf upon a virtue, 
it bekoves toe to alccrtaSft its. real worthy 
-^ . -' and 
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and to examine my real pretenfions to it, sermon 
with a very critical eye, before I offer it 
in j unification or mitigation of other omif- 
fions or commiffions, or venture to plead 
it as an atoning.merit. For want of this 
inveftigation, I am much inclined to fear 
that a very important miftake has taken 
place on this head. 

It has been the cuftom to flatter man- 
kind into benevolence, by a notion of its 
exchifiye excellence, as it is to lull the 
pangs of a diftempered body, by the ad- 
miniftration of an opiate. But let Us, 
my brethren, be above the unworthy arti- 
fice ; let us do good, becaufe it is our duty 
— ^becaufe it is a branch of Chriftian virtue 
•—becaufe it is a natural fruit of Chriftiau 
faith; and not becaufe we arc t^^ught that, 
by a cafual alms, we are entitled to think - 
more highly of ourfelves^ and may reft 
fecure that we have thus purchafed the 
C a crown 
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SERMON crown of glory. My text gives us an 
alarm, which ftiould piut us upon a very 
ferious enquiry into the nature and value 
of our benevolence; ** Though I beftow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing:'* /. e. 
*^ If I have not a root and principle of 
love to God in my heart, that carrieth me 
out to thefe adtions, they all will fignify 
nothing to me as to my eternal falvation, 
and happinefs. Faith and love muft be 
the roots and principles of all thofe works 
which are truly good, and acceptable to 
God */' Let us then refolutely pull the 
fcales from our eyes, and candidly and 
impartially look into the title, which the 
prefent age has to the amiable chara<Ster 
which is given of it. 

* Vid. Poole's Aimot. 

In 
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. In the FIRST place, we arq to enquire sermow 
into the- motives, of our Benevolence. I 
arraign no man's motives in the good 
which he is the minifter of. The chapter, 
from whence I have taken my text, teaches 
me a charity which " belie veth all things; 
hopeth all things:*' but it is mydijty.to 
put every man into a way to jarraign Jum- 
felfrand* by that enquiry, his 7 benevo- 
lence muft ftand or fall to his God,. and to 
his own heart. The^ enquiry fee. is to 
make 1$^^ whether. the alms he give*_ are 
for the 4ove of God, or to make a Aew 
before, nien — whether it be from real pity 
and c0ttjpaflion, fropi genuine ijrmpathy 
with the groans and^ diftrefles of 43fis fel- 
low-creatures ; or becaufe it is popular, 
and he vyrMild not her behindhand \yijh his 
neighbour?^ — whether it . be from good-^ 
will; or to get rid of importunity— -whe* 
th?r h^ ^Qnfiders it only as a part of his 
C 3 Chriftian 
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stRMON^ Chriftian obedience; or wiicther he means 
to bribe the juftice of God. into ignorance 
6r forgivtnels of other vicious or wicked 
pra«9:ices? 

In the SECOND place, before we ftamjp 
Benevdlcnce with thdt alUatoning exceU 
feti(?t^i which v^t are inclined to afcribe to 
itinkhc prefent age, we ought to enquire, 
Wittfthir -Benevolence ^ a compeufation 
fdr thcc^^nt of other virtues, I think it 
id iit^(Sfl&bi6i that any man catt affert this 
fo l>tJ-'*h(e <iafe, who has any notions of 
the natare and attributes of Gbdj from 
M^feitever^feftrce he vmny derive thtofe no- 
tidhfif. Nd rational religion can aifert the 
c6riimBtatk)h of- vjrtiies : and; the un^ 
dotibted docSrine' of the Chi^iftiain religion 
?$, that no virtue 'ih'durj)re'ffc^^ fkte is 
^pe^r&ft enough- to* httvfe any utottiftg qua- 
lity in it, biit through thg iwerkt of J^ius 
Chrift; ^t\dL th^t his merits \^11 ava^il us; 

only 
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only by gbediencc, .iH>t in one; point, . hut sermon 
in ^^1L It is almpft ttnnecef&qr^r^p ,citc : 
Scripture on thi3 .fubjc(3i bec^fc^^very. 
man muft know it j.I r^ffer ycru.to,a^ngle 
declaration from otirXord's own mouth, 
while I. Height produce the whole, qf the 
New Teftacoent in ponfir^natioa of the 
fame tii,iqg. " Woe witp yx)u, JScribes and 
Pharjifeas, hypocrites ! for ye i^j titKe of 
n>int, and gnife^ and cummin" (and alms- 
givii^, without other Chriftian virtues, ^s 
only tUhe of mint, and anife, andcum- 
niin);.and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment,. mercy, and 
faith: thefe ought ye to have done, and 
not to. leave the other undone */' 

Iq the THIRD place, we ought to en- 
quire. Whether the manifeft negled of the 
ieverer virtues of the Gofpel does not pro- 

* Matthew xxiii. 23, 

C 4 duce 
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SERMON duce a more gcnetal injury, than our 
Bcnevoleriec difFufcs general good. This 
is a cafe fo much in point, that we ought 
not to be afraid of cohfrdering it clofely. 
Luxury, diffipation, and extravagance, tend 
to create diftrefs; they form a deftrudive 
vortex, which unavoidably abforbs nofonly 
the opulent, but thofe alfo whofe circum- 
ftances admit not of exceffes. Example 
produces imitation. No man has a right 
to fay. Thus will I a6V, becaufe I can 
afford It; and what have others to do with 
my conduit ? Confider the clafles of men 
as they really are — a conibination of ihades 
imperceptibly growing 6ut of each other. 
The fecond fhade cannot, in the nature of 
things, be totally diftlhdl and feparate from 
the firft; nor the third from the fecond; 
and fb you may purfue the obfervation, till 
you find that the whole gradation of fhades 
is tinged throughout with the colour of 

the 
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> 
the firft. If then luxury, diffipation, and 

extravagance, are the prominent vices of 
the prefent times, I contend that theftf 
will create objefts of Benevolence (and 
thofe the moft pitiable and fufFering'ob- 
jeds^ ; who, in an age of temperance, fober- 
nefs, and frugality, would never have been 
candidates fc^^ other men's bounty. Ii> 
innumerable cafes, where pecuniary cir- 
cumftances are unequal, every other pte- 
tenfion is the feme ; and it would be ^ 
cynical, and not a Chriftiin- virtue, to 
leave a man ujnpitied and ujirelieved in his 
ruin, who has been tempted to exceed his 
fortune by the luxuiy, tho wafte, and the 
infolence of another, whofe- unmerited fu^ 
periority he could not brook. Of thofe 
countlefs objedls, who call «ipon our bene- 
volence with all the importunity of thtf 
moft defperate diftrefs the number is ber 
yond aU^culation, who have fallen froixl 

better 
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SERMON better days, or negleded happy opportu-. 
nities, through that diilipatioa and extra* 
vagance which pervades all ranks of men ^ 
and which the moft opulent have no right 
tp ipdulge themfelves in, when they con-- 
fider that they are links of the fame chain 
with others of more ftraftencd circum-- 
ftinces. What Benevoknoe then is to 
wipe out the black malignant ^ihade of ip 
extended a criminality ? Wh^ Benevolence 
is to apologize ^ that vke and diforder> 
which produce the evil of diftrefs much 
^iler than any alms-giving can relieve 

., la the FOURTH place, when we afcribe 
any particular excellence to o^rown times, 
Hj^e muil do . it upon comparifon, or fhall 
we do it raihly^ we ought to take nothing 
fbf granted s but we ihould examine the 
qu§ftion. Whether, in reality, the Bene^ 
¥ocknce of the prefent times is fuperior, in 

^e 
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the wholefomnefs of its cfftds, to the semjom 

BencTokace of the timw which ara paft^. 

- .There .is much natural evil in tbe.worldj 

which no human prudence can^ prevent, 

and which, therefore, it is the indifperifa- 

We duty of Charity to relieve^ Butl'lwRre 

Mdaifo> thatfoUy and vice occafion^'aad 

multiply diilrefs : that Benevolence, there* 

fore,vwilL come neareft to tlie chaiity:t>f 

the Gofpel, v^ich leflens vice. l[^hie good 

example tsi a fuperior, is p^dicaii Btnie*^ 

volence- to an inferior. -I- IhallpM tw^d 

cafes, ^lid the preference ! (hall leave t6 

yourfelves, ^ •!.-.. .i 

The -Benevolent man,^^f former time*, 

refides on his' ^ftate ^ the r^ularity ttf life 

lamily, a^nd tlie authorky of hls^rdferifce, 

keep his fWighbourhood moril and -indtlB- 

iriottSi the di^fiori of his income ever 

the Ipot from 'whence be derives it cwdtcis, 

if not opulence, yet certaihJj^'a fuffiticbtrf, 

'^' which 
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SERMON which is far above want; and the very 

crumbs which fall from the rich man's. 

tabic neceflarily feed the indigent, without 

^ fin^e exertion of extraordinary bounty, .r 

We will fuppofe the fannte man to be 

tranTplanted into die prefent ' age; : Perhaps 

he leaves his eflate entirely; he fqueezes 

fromi it, with accurate nicety, even^ the 

very dregs of its produce, .The people are 

jkft without a head to difonJcr,. and to do 

^arls^t; ^ right in their own eyes; without 

encouragement to labour, they of courfe 

/all ipto idlcnefs^^ and with poverty prefT- 

ing hard upon them, their whole lives 

are a fcene of petty crimes, to keep ofF 

t;|se^-craving8 of want. Pqrhap« he fomer 

times vifits them ; and thfen> inflead of 

corredling the abufcs of hi^ abfenee, the 

jE^oveltieS) and gkr§ pf mpd?ni diflipatiqn 

destroy the little regularity^ aftd good ord^r 

whiph remained., n ., .... 

/:.-•,, " ' This 
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This is not ah over-charged pidture ; sermon 
you will obferve it is general, and there- 
fore admits of exceptions, which I hope 
are not unfrequent ; and fome I know are 
moft amiable and illuftrious. But to do 
juftice to the latter charadler, I ought to 
add, that there is a degree of good humour 
and liberality about him, which inclines 
him, at every tale of diftrefs, to contri|?ute 
readily his fhare towards its relief. And 
this is the ground of bur prefent character 
for .Benevolence. 

Confider the comparative ftate of Bene-* 
volence in the middle clalTes of men, who 
are opulent, without enormous riches, and 
refpeftable, without elevation. Much, io. 
fmall proportions, no doubt, is derived from 
them ; but if the mite is more gienerally 
diffufed, yet it muft be confefled, that 
luxury has here alfo cut off the fubftan- 
tial bounties of individuals, which digni- 
fied 
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SERMON ficd the annals of former times. Let me 
afk, what is the language that we every day 
hear ? * The articles of common life are 

* fo exorbitant, and people are required, 
^ if they mean to live at all in the world, 

* to keep up fuch an expenfive appearance, 

* that they cannot afford to do thofe pri- 

* vate adls of bounty which their inclina- 
^ tions would otherwife lead them to/ This 
is the language of the world; and its 
praftice is ordered accordingly. How 
fmall a proportion does the alms-giving 
of too many of us bear to the expence of 
any one of our vices or our follies ? Who 
now, as in times which are hardly out of 
the recolleftion of many of you, tythes 
his income to feed the poor, and to raife 
up the dejei9:ed ? Who denies himfelf in 
any lu3cury or artificial craving ? Who 
orders his affairs with frugality, that he 
may be able to wipe away — ^not a tempo- 
rary 



U ^u^mi 
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Tary tear from a weeping e)re — or to re- s^R^oir 
lieve that hunger which will rage again 
to-morrow ; but to intercept the very 
fources of diftrefs, and to heal up a heart 
deeply wounded and ftricken ? If fome 
feed they fcatter, whofe harveft they might 
exped: to reap in Heaven, how fadly do 
they adulterate it with a large portion of 
tares, which choak it up ! 

Here I clofe my review of the fubjefl: : 
the conclufion I had rather truft to your- 
felves, than affift you in drawing it. 

Some of you, doubtlefs, will be furprifed 
that I fhould have made this review in a 
place which furnifhes me with an argu- 
ment againft the obvious tendency of it* 
But I truft that no man, who hears me, 
does good upon fo fhallow a foundation, 
as to be afraid to trace the motive, or to 
examine into the nature of his bounty j 
nor would I, for a naoment, fuppofe that 

any 
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sERMOiV ^^y j^^j^ jjg|.^ could be fhaken in his 
charity, becaufe there is fuch a thing as 
fpurious Benevolence in the world. Who- 
ever knows the valuable efFedts of our in- 
ftitutlon; whoever confiders the fpecies 
of diftrefs which it relieves ; and whoever 
views the afFed:ing objects which it pro- 
tedts, muft confefs, that the Benevolence 
which is here called forth, is one of the 
moft lovely bloflbms of our holy religion. 
Who then, that fees a wretched orphan 
received from the bed of an expiring 
parent into the arms of new fathers and 
new mothers ; who fees an helplefs and 
deferted female fnatched from ruin, nur- 
tured with inftrudion, and then prefented 
to the world with the bell guards of in- 
nocence J who is there that witnefTes the 
difFufion of fuch precious feed, but muft 
wiiji that it may grow up into a blcffed 
hatveft of eternal happinefs to the benevo^i* 

lent 
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lent hufbandmaru-aad pour forth the fruits sermon 
of everlafting joy an hundred fold into ^****^'""*^ 
his own bofom ? Impreffcd with this fen- 
timent^ I exhort every man to analyfe his 
Benevolence, to put it upon its true mo- 
tive, and its true grounds, to confider it as 
a part, and not as the whole of his duty; 
that fo, after having been inftrumental in 
faving others, he may himfelf not finally 
be call away. My brethren, true Bene- 
volence cannot exift without all other 
Chriftian graces : all virtues are of the 
fame family ; they all fpring from Piety. 
Love to our neighbour can only flow from 
the fountain of love to God, You will 
eafily comprehend, that a good adtion is 
not the caufe of religion, but the efFed: 
only*: and religion does not diredl its 
difciples to one or another good action, 

♦ Vid. Eftimate of the Religion of the Fafliionablc 
World. 

D but 
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SERMON but to all, and every one, where occaiioa 
calls, and opportunity prefents itfelf. May 
this, my brethren, be the nature of your 
Benevolence ; may it be the univerlal Be- 
nevolence of the world ! Then, and then 
only, may this be eminently termed The 
Age of Charity; and when your good 
works all flow from Piety, their reward 
fhall be returned into your own hearts; 
and bleffed, and for ever bleifed fhaU ye hi 
in the enjoyment of that reward in the 
kingdom of God I 






SERMON III. 

ON THE PRESENT STATE OF EDUCATION. 

-IsALAHy^clup* xxYiii. verfes p^ lo. 

Whom Jhall be teach knowledge? and whom 
Jhall he make to underhand doSlrine ? * 
Them that are weaned from the milky 
and dramonfrom the breajis^ 

J^qr precept mujl be upon precept^ precept 
upon precept y line upon line^ line upon 
line ; here a little ^ and there a little^ 

In purfuing the plan which I have pro- Prcachcd 
pofed for this holy feafon, viz. to examine Afyium, 
into the prefent ftate of religion amongft ^0^2^"' 
us, I come now to fpeak upon the very 
important fubjedt of Education. The 
prefent mode of Education I take to be 
P % at 
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SERMON at once a caufe, and an evidence, of the 
decreafe of religion. As the ground of 
my obfer vat ions, I affume, as granted, the 
pofition of a celebrated Writer on this 
fubje6t : ** That of all the men we meet 
with, nine parts of ten are what they are, 
good or evil, ufeful or not, by their Edu- 
cation *." Our firft habits ftick by us 
through the remainder of our lives; or, 
at leaft, are thrown off with . a painfulnefs 
of perfeverance, or by a ftrength of con- 
viction, very rarely to be met with. This 
is acknowledged to be the cafe in bad 
habits i and it is equally true in the im- 
portant articles of faith and morals. There 
is no. difficulty in ihaking that faith which 
was never yet eftabliihed, or in pervert- 
ing that pradlice which was never yet 
direded right. But when we have been 

* Locke on Education, 

taught 
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taught the high authority of religion, and sermon 
the duties of virtue, the modefty of our 
principles will be long difgufted with the 
fneer of the infidel,- and proof againft the 
temptations of the profligate. What we 
at firjft, perhaps, imbibe by imitation, we 
become attached to by habit, and gradu- 
ally comprehend the principles of, with the 
progrefs of reafon. 

We acknowledge the neceflity of teach- 
ing elements to children, which they can- 
not at prefent underftandj. but which the 
memory is ftored with to be brought into 
future ufe. The firft ileps of Education 
are entirely of this nature. We teach the 
youthful mind, with infinite patience and 
perfeverance, the principles of thofe arts 
or fciences, which are to be their future 
ornament, or the means of their future 
^maintenance; and are content to lead them • 
on, ftep by ftep, before they are able to 
D 3 com- 
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s£RMON comprehend and apply the firit rules 
which they have learnt. It is equally 
neceflary to teach the elements of religion: 
in this way; to inftrudt young people in 
the grounds of their faith, by teaching^- 
them the hiilory of man, as a being 
created by, and derived from, God, and by 
imprinting on their memories the account 
of man's fall and redemption ; — To inftrudt 
them farther in the nature of their prac- 
tice, as a neceflary fruit of their faith-— ^ 
as confining of duties conunanded by God, 
which are to be exercifed towards Him,. 
towards our neighbour, and towards our- 
felves I — To inftrud: them in the general 
heads of thefe duties, in the reafons, au- 
thority, and neceflity on which they are 
founded; in their refpedive degrees and, 
variations i^ and, finally^ in their particular 
application. Thus then, in religi6n, there - 
is. a great deal for a man to believe and to? 

do; 
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da;t — but before he can either believe or sermoh 
perform, he muft comprehend ; and, be- 
fore he can coniprehend, he muft be in- 
ftrufted. 

In another point of view, than as an 
indifpenfable article of knowledge, it is 
abfolutely neceffary that the mind fliould 
\st ^prepared for religion as early as it is 
poffible. Our fallen nature is contrary to 
the purities of religion ; the * Ghriftian 
religion is defigned to correct this un- 
happy corruption; we muft apply its 
pawers, therefore, before the corruption 
ha^ overfpread and infected the whole 
mind, and before it is grown inveterate 
by time, habit, and example. The whole 
commerce of life is adverfe to fpirituality ; 
early principles and early habits, there- 
fore, are particularly neceffary to eftablifh 
a- predfle<3:ion fpr that which every thing 
wc mcpt with, in the paffage through life, 
D 4 endeavours 
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SERMON endeavours to draw us afide from. For 
III. 

this purpofe the Church has given us an 
elementary book of religion, entitled, " A 
Gatechifm," which is drawn from the 
pureft fountain of truth, the Holy Scrip- 
tures themfelves. 

This mode of teaching religion has pre- 
vailed in the Chriftian church from the 
earliell period : we find the diftinftion of 
believers, or perfons mature in Chriftian 
knowledge; and catechumens, or perfons 
inftrufted in the gofpel, by queftion and 
anfwer, fo early as the firft century. It 
is aflerted, that a catechetical fchool was 
founded by St. Mark. In our church a 
form of catechifm, and the enforcement 
of that mode of inftruftion, was the firft 
care of the reformers; it made an im- 
portant fubjeft in many fucceeding con- 
vocations ; it is a principal article in the 
injundlions of King Edward VI. and Queen 
Elizabeth; and there is a canon to this 

purpofe 
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purpofe now in force, which it would be sermon 
well for religion, and the fouls of men, 
if both miniflers and hearers complied 
with. . 

This catechifm contains a comprehen- 
five, but very clear account of religion 
for the benefit of the infant mind. Its 
ufes, however, muft depend much upon 
the diligence and the judgment, of the 
inftrudlon The firft thing to be done, 
is to imprint it on the memory; but this,^ 
though abfolutely neceflary^ is, only a ftepj' 
it muft frequently be explained, eafily and 
familiarly, according to the degree and 
progrefs of the underftanding. The' 
youngeft children thus inftruded, cannot 
fail to have ideas of fome kind on a fub^ 
jed, which is. fo repeatedly inftilled into 
them ; and of courfe, as they ^idvance in 
years and underftanding, thefe ideas muft 
progreffively become more accurate and 

extended. 



/fZ, On the State of Education. 

SERMON extended. The facraments, indeed, which 

III. 

are not a part of the original church cate- 
chifrn^ but were added in the beginning 
of King James the Firft's reign, are more 
abftrufe, and are couched in terms which 
are almoft metaphyiical ; but even thefe 
may, by the fkme mode of inftrudtion, and 
where the former part has been well ua- 
deorftood,- be explained to the full com-- 
prchenfion of young people, before the 
time: when, the church dire<^s them to be 
brought for • confirmation. 

L am now to enquire whether, in the 
prefent fyftem of Educationi they, who 
*' are weaned from the milk, and drawn. 
itoxxL the breaft, are taught knowledge,, 
and made to underftand doftrine;'* whe- 
thefi there is " precept upon precept; and; 
line upon line/' 

At the fiime time that we are tof rejoice. 
4)At there Is an inclination manifeft^di 

almoft ' 



Ol^ the Slate (^ Bl4u^ation% ^ 

almott throughout the kihgdom: to give swmon; 
this valuable inftrudtion to the pooi\. we\ 
muft' alfo deeply lamj^nt, that the: fcod: 
which the more opulent are defirous of im- 
parting to the fouls of the poorer children,, 
they withhold £nom their own. The: 
wholefome cuftoni,. both, of private and" 
public catechizing is alnioft univerially^ 
negledbed in every, claft o£ people, above 
the moft. wretched: and dependant. In:, the; 
few inftances, where it is. thought necefc 
fary to force the form of words upoa the; 
minds o£ children, the explanatioa- — the 
illuftration is totally neglejdfcd. . The cate*- 
chifm is thrown, as a dead load> upon 
their memories.; a^. a cumberibme: £3im. 

if 

o£ godlinefs, without rone paxticlci of its: 
power. ■ The befl; divines. have e\ier confi*, 
dered catechizing not only as the moft 
effedualmode of inftrudicMii but as the 

main. 
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SERMON main fupport of religion in the world ♦. 
Accordingly, I think we may fairly afcribe 
the decay of religion, in this niation, very . 
much to the neglect of this mode of 
inftruSioh. Throughout the different 
clafles of Diffenters, there feems to be a 
greater appearance of religion, than amongft 
the members of the Eftablifhment ; and 
amongft thefe, I believe, you will almofl: . 
univerlally find that a very affiduous atten- 
' tion is paid to fome kind of catechetical . 
inftrudion of their youth. 

The earlieft rudiments of religious 
knowledge muft of courfe be imparted by 
parents; but in tracing the progrefs of 
information, it is much to be lamented^ : 
that rdigion makes no part of the fyftem 
of fchool education. The higher we 

♦ Vid. Bp. Home's Chafge, p. la. 

afcend 
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.afcend in the fcale of youthful femiriaries, sermont 
the lefs is this grand concern in human 
life attended to. While the beft models 
of Grecian and Roman eloquence are care- 
fully held up; while the claffic page is 
unfolded line . by line, with unwearied 
patience, the do(3:rines of God's univerfal 
knowledge, and univerfal providence, the 
hiftory of man's fall and redemption, the 
accountablenefs of men for every word, 
thought, and deed, tjie whole tidings of 
falvation by Jefus Chrift, as laid down in 
the Gofpel; thefe things are left to chance, 
to be picked up any how, at any time, to 
be adopted or rejefted as it may happen ; 
fo that the happy inftitution of Sunday 
fchools becomes almoft as neceflary for 
the children of the more opulent, as for 
the children of the poor, and i;niferable. 
: I have thought it important to my pur- 
pofe to dwell thus long upon the ilate of 

religious 
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SERMON .religious education, becaufe to this radi- 
cal dcfedt muft be afcribed that relaxed 
idifcipline amongft youth, which I am 
now to take notice of, and which I con« 
iider as the bane of public and private 
happinefs and virtue. The piffage through 
human life is fo perplexed with fnares and 
difficulties, that fome fkill is furely necef- 
fery to fteer us fafe through this dan- 
gerous voyage. The fkill here required is 
compounded of experience and comparifbn, 
weighed and digefted by a found under- 
ftanding. Neither experience, nor com-, 
parifon, nor mature underftanding, are to 
be found amongft the advantages of early 
youth: on the contrary, when left to it- 
felf, its only guides are hafty impulfe and 
airy imagination. Thefe our forefathers 
thought were but rafb and delufive di- 
re<ftors at the outfet of life, where its 
daiigers arethe moft thronged, the moft 

fatal. 
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fatal, and the moft difficult to be guarded «ermoii 

Jul* 

againft. They, therefore, inftituted xc^ 
ftraints, which were falutary, but not 
irkfbme; aad thought it neceflajy for 
young people to abide by the experience 
of others, till they had time and convert 
i&tion with the world to gain experience 
of their own. Thefe reftraints are now 
broken down; this difcipline is annihi- 
lated, an4 there is but one ftep, BtS it 
were, from infancy to manhood. Fpr 
God's fake let us ftop a moment fp ob-^ 
ferve the confequence ! A youth hardly 
emerged from childhood, is left to thinlc 
and' to ad: for himfelf, and to do what is 
. right in hi^ own eyes ; a creature of im* 
pulfe^ without the power of looking fwrr 
ward to a confequence. The effervef- 
cence of a young mind^ you iay, is not 
to be checked, it ought to take its natural 
courfe, and will, in time, fubfide of it- 

felf: 
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SERMON felf : but mark the devaftation, the irre- 
'^ ~-~ ^ mediable havock, which is made before 
the feafon arrives of this natural fubfi- 
dence. The unneceffary extravagance 
vrhich children are indulged in, while 
they are in a ftate of pupilage, of one 
kind or other, gives them an encreafing 
tafte for expence, as they grow up, be- 
yond their incomes, and beyond the fup- 
plies which their injudicious parents have 
cncOurfiged-theni to expedt. Early diili- 
pation, ftill ftrengthening by indulgence, 
excludes every notion of religion, and 
produces all the bafe train of dependance, 
and mean and fordid expedients to fupply 
the vicious calls of extravagance. Life 
^^} does not open and gradually expand before 

them; it burfts all at once upon them; 
the natural efFervefcence of the mind is 
aggravated; the appetites, the paffions, 
and the gratification of them are all urged 

oa 

J > " 
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6n alid anticipated. In confequence df sermont 
thiis enjoying life prematurely, the reft 
©f a man's days hang languid upon him; 
he is compelled to be ingenious in vice, 
and ingenious in pleafure, to fupply the 
novelty which is departed, and to give 
Ibme elafticity to the exiftence vsrhich he 
endures, rather than enjoys. If, then, we 
could condefcend to degrade religion to a 
mere article of national difciplihe,- even 
then an early and attentive inftrudlion in 
it would be abfolutely neceflary to check 
thefe baneful and ruinous outrages upon 
the virtue of youth. 

I fhall conclude with noticing two col- 
lateral caufes of religion and immorality, 
which are ftrongly connefted with my 
fubjeft, and againft which you cannot be 
too earneftly cautioned. The first is, 
the prefent mode of treating religion, and 
treating fenfual vices, by popular writers, 
E whofc 
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SERMON whofe works arc fufFered to be in the hands 
111* 

of young people at a very early age. Of this 
dcfcription of writers I ihall fpeak in the 
llrong, but jufl language of an author^ who^ 
in literature. Hands unrivalled in modem 
times, and who glorified his Maker by 
employing it to the beft purpofes of reli-» 
gion and morality. " The wickednefs of 
a loofe or profane author is more atrocious 
than that of the giddy libertine, or drunken 
raviiher, not only becaufe it extends its 
eiFeds wider, as a peftilence that taints 
the air is more deftrudtive than poifbn 
difFufed in a draught, but becaufe it is 
committed with cool deliberation. By the 
inftantaneous violence of defire, a good 
man may fometimes be furprized before 
refledlion can come to his refcue; when 
the appetites have ftrengthened their in- 
fluence by habit, they are not eaiily re- 
fitted or fupprefled; but for the frigid 

villany 
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villany of ftudious lewdnefs, for the calm sermon 

* 111* 

malignity of laboured impiety, what apo- 
logy can be invented ? What punifhment 
can be adequate to the crime of him who 
retires to folitudes for the refinements of 
debauchery ; who tortures his fancy, and 
ranfacks his memory, only that he may 
leave the world lefs virtuous than he found 
it; that he may intercept the hopes of the 
rifing generation ; and fpread fnares for 
the foul with more dexterity ♦ ?'* 

The SECOND thing I alluded to, and 
which at once ftrongly marks the loofe 
jnanners of the age, and is a fad induce- 
ment to forget the feverlties of good prin- 
ciples, is that eafy and familiar manner in 
which the grofleft vices are talked over ; 
and the little abhorrence which is fliewn 
to the perfons of the profligate and aban- 

* Rambler, No. 77. 

E 2 doned. 
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SERMON doned. What I have to fay here (and 
with which I fhall conclude), I defigii 
as a caution to that fex, whofe modefty is 
their bell and moft engaging charm, a 
caution at which, perhaps, fomeof them> 
unfufpicious of their own danger, may 
flirink back with horror. In the Jicenti^ 
pufnefs of modern manners, the vices of 
the fafliionable and the great are talked of 
with as little referve, and as little difguft, 
as if they were fo many honorable page- 
ants of their rank and flation. Inftead of 
being (hocked at the crimes, and blufhing at 
the errors of thofe who have fallen into tha 
fnares of the feducer, and are now braving 
decency with the oftentation of their .vices, 
we hear the moft delicate of their fex 
talking of them without heiitation or.cen-/ 
fure; we fee them captivated with their 
elegancies, and, adopting the wanton-" 
graces of their attire, they acknowledge 

them 
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them the priefteflesof fafhion. I fay not sermon 
this for the fake of uttering unncceflarily 
an odious fad:, but to imprint upon your 
minds this falutary truth which every 
day's obfervation, every newfpaper you 
caft your eyes upon, give you fad illuftra- 
tions of; — that the moment the horror 
and deteftation of vice ceafe to be alive m 
your hearts, the moment you vievsr it vsrith- 
out averfion, you are but one link in the 
chaiil of morals above the depraved objeds 
I allude to ; and may, by the encourage- 
ment virhich fuch levity holds out to the 
betrayer, jfoon become partners in the 
fame guilt. The firft ftep is to endure vice, 
— the next (and almoft certain one) is %(x 
embrace it. 

May the grace of God (hield you all 
from this danger, and preferve you pure 
and fpotlefs to the day of his coming ( 

E3 



SERMON IV. 

ON THE PRESENT STATE OF PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE WORSHIP. 

Isaiah, chap. v. verfe i2. 

^he harp^ and the vioh the tabret^ and 
pipe^ and wine f are in their feafts: but 
tISey regard not the work of the Lord^ 
neither confider the operation of his 
jbandsf 



The Prophet in this chapter reproyes Pftachcd 
the Tews for their impiety and riotous Afyiwn, 

;L I Marcel i8, 

exceiies, and denounces againfl them th6 i792» 

judgments of God for their ingratitude 

towards him. Whoever bears the part of 

the defcription which ig recorded }ti the 

E 4 text, 
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SERMON text, cannot fail to apply it to the times 
in which we live. A nearer confideratioi^ 
of that diforderly ftate of things, which is 
there defcribed, will make a very necef- 
fary part of the plan which I have already 
propofed. 

In my laft difcourfe I took a view of the 
prefent mode of ^ducatioa amongft us. 
From the defective ftate of this grai^d 
foundation pf men's future cpnduiSt and 
difcipline, vye may, in a great measure, 
derive thofe evils of decreafing religion, 
which make up not the leaft painful part 
pf this review. A relaxed youth mufl: 
almoft neceflarily produce a licentious 
inanhood. He who has bten accuftomed 
to6run v^ild in his father's, houfe, will be 
niorp lifeely to encreafe, than correct, his 
difiipatipn ^nd carelefTnefs, when he \% 
himfelf exalted to be the head of a fk^ 
mily. 

: . The 
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The firft inftance of this continued re- sermom 

laxatiohJof manners which I fhall pro-^ 

duce, is- the neglecft of family religion and 

family order. Religion is not *^n abftra<a 

ijpeculation which can be detached from 

common life ; it is breathed into all our 

motivesi ind- diredls all our anions to a 

conformity to the will of God. We pray 

to our Father, which is in Heaven, ** Thy 

will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven:^' 

The life of angels in that pure and bleffed 

ftate-— that life which we one day hope to 

become partakers of, is a lifeof praife and 

adoration. The temper of mind which 

will conftitute our blifs in Heaven muft 

be acquired whilft we are fojourners on 

earth; and if we are in no degree fpiritu- 

ali^ed here, we can have no capacity for 

the joys of another world, which are only 

the perfection of that which is fpiritual. 

If therefor^ God is not in all our thoughts 

in 
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SERMON in the common conducSt of pur lives 1 if he 

• v» 

appears not in the regularity ^pd the de-r 
pency of our farnilics j if no incenfe of 
praife and adoration rifes from our private; 
^Itars^ i;an we be faid to have made any 
progrefs in th^t frame pf mind^ whofe bei^ 
gnd only enjoyment \% here^ter to be found 
in the coriftant fervours of pipty and devout 
tion ? Every appeairance of this kind in 
pur houfes has long ceafed ampngfl usj 
^nd it is to be numbere4 with the evi- 
dences pf the decreafe pf religion, becaufe 
I may again appeal to the recolledtion of 
thofe who are far advanced in life, for a 
different condudt in this article of ChriAv 
tian duty. 

With the negleiS of family devotion, w« 
(hall, of courfe, obferye a difufc of family 
inftrudion in the duties of religion. Wc 
no longer regard tha command of God 
himfelf, ^* Ij^ieie words which I com- 

maQd 
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inand thee this day, fhall be in thy heart. waWM 

ly. 

And thou ihalt teach them diligently iinto 
thy children^ and Q\^t talk of them when 
thou fitteft in (hy hpufibj^ and when thou 
walkeft hy the way, and when thoij lieft 
down^ and when thou rifeft up * :" We 
flight the dreadful judgment upon £U 
for his negled in thi^ particular, ^^ I hav^ 
jtold him (faith the Lord), that I wil| 
judge his hpufe for ever, for the iniquity 
which he kngweth; becaufe his fon$ 
made themfelve$ vile, and he reftrained 
them not. And therefore I have fworq 
unto the houfe of Eli, that the iniquity 
of Eli's houfe ihaU po^ be purged with 
facrifice npr ofiering for ever^f." Npr 
are we, on the other hand, encouraged 
to avcraken frpm this fpiritiial torpor by 
the Almighty's apprpbatipn of Abraham^^ 

^ Deut. vL 6, 7* f f San^ iii. 13, 14. 

be 
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ttWfON he ** (hall furely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth fhall be blefled in him : for I know 
him that he will command his children 
and his houfhold after him,-and tliey fhall 
keep thq way of the Lord, to do juftice 
and judgment */* Thus * the threatnings 
of God on -the one hand, and his gracious 
approbation on the other, are equally 
defpifed. 

The efFeds of this relaxed difcipline 
in private families are felt and lamented 
by every one of us j though but few give 
themfeives the trouble to enquire into the 
fources of the evils we complain of; and 
ilill fewer adopt the glorious Angularity of 
reforming them, as far as belongs to their 
cwh individual condudt and influence. 
. Wc fee children growing up headftrong 

* GencfisxviiL i8, 19. 

and 
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and uridutiful; we fee them difgracing sermoh 
themfelves and their families, and avenging ^^ ^ 
(as it were by a judicial difpenfation) the 
pegled: of their parents in their earlier 
years, by bringing down their " grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave/' We find 
fervants idle, extravagant, and diihoneft; . 
we complain of their vices and their floth* 
fuliiefs, forgetting how much of the blame 
may be brought home to ourfelves, inaf- 
much as we give them no opportunity of 
knowing what their duty is, of acquaint- 
ing themfelves with the Almighty Being, 
who hath commanded that duty, with 
the promifes he hath made to obedience, 
and the dreadful threatnings he hath de- 
nounced againft difobedience. Nay, per- 
haps, we go farther; and I fear it too often 
happens, that we not only afford them no 
opportiinity of knowing what is rigbty 
but by our own example (and we all know 
. . the 
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SERMON the influence of example upon an Inferioi' 
and depehdant) we lead them moft fatally 
wrongi Thus then each family, inflead 
<)f contributing its ^rtion £o the ilock «f 
the public wdfare^ pours out a fwarm of 
locufls to prey upon the vitals of ibckl 
virtue and happinefs; it fends forth a 
Volume of peftilential breath to corrupt 
and contaminate the fair bloflbms which 
remain. 

Religion, I hare before obfcrved^ is 
invariably confident ; it cannot be put on 
and oflf at pleafure ; but if we feel it at 
all, we muft feel it at all times, and on all 
Qccafions. if we do not acknowledge it 
at home, it can hardly be expedted that 
we fhould acknowledge it abroad ; if we 
difown it for fix days in the week, wc 
(hall not be very careful to profefs it on 
the feventh. Hence though the Almighty 
has enjoined us to " bind his command- 
meats 
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tnents for a fign upoti our hands, and ad 
frontlefs between our eyes */* yet it will 
not be furprizing that We (hould negled: 
to ^* keep holy the Sabbath Day/' The 
Sabbath, were it nothing elfe, is, by be-* 
ing a day of peculiar dedication to God, 
a day of feparation from worldly bufinefs, 
and a fecurity for preferving alive the re- 
colledlion of religion* 

Let us briefly enquire then in what 
manner this day is obferved amongft 
us» 

It ought to be univerfally, with every 
rank and dcfcription of Ghriftians, kept 
holy as a day of public worfhip. It would 
be a Ipecies of effrontery in any man to 
pretend to religion, who does not join in 
communion, in that place, where the 
body of Ghriftians pay their gratitude to 

* Dcut. vi. 8. 

God, 
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SERMON tjod; where they make known all their 
wants ; where they are invited to a holy 
facrament, which not only comqaemorates 
the ineftimable price of their falvation^ 
but which alfo promifes many precious 
bleflings and advantages, and where they 
hear all which is to inftfudt artd confirm 
them in their duty. And yet every man 
knows more of his friends and acquaint-^, 
ance, who either entirely abfent themlelyes 
from public worfliip, or at leaft but feldotn 
join in it, than who are conftant at- 
tendants in the courts of the Lord's houfc. 
View the different places of divine wor- 
Ihip, and how many are almoft entirely 
deferted, and what great numbers are but 
thinly and fparingly attended ! Examine^ 
for in fiance, any diflrift of the great me* 
tropolis at the hour of public prayer, and, 
how fmall a proportion will be found in 
the difcharge of their duty ! And even of 

thofe. 
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thofe, who make fome pretcnfions to fcri* sermon 
oufnefs, if they affembje themfelves to* 
gether on one part of the Sabbath day, 
they feem to confider it as a meritorious 
effort of piety, and as a fair compromife 
for fpending the reft of it without the 
ihadow of a religious employment. 

The 'Sabbath is likewife commanded to 
be kept holy as a day of reft: " In it 
thou ftialt do no manner of work, thou, 
and thy fi>n, and thy daughter, thy man 
fcrvant, and thy maid fervant, thy cattle, 
and the ftranger that is within thy gates/' 
. Let us confider the* manner in which the 
Sabbath is obfcrved in this view of it. Do 
we K^itompleafure ? It is true that there 
is afuipenfion of public amufements on that 
day; but it is likewife true, that there is 
lefs and lefs fufpenfion of pleafureable en- 
gagements in private houfqs. The bufi- 
nefa of the faihionable and the gay admits 
F of 
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SERMON of no interval; It Impels tfeem to the 
brink of eternity, before they have leifurc 
to allow the intrufiori of a ferious thought. 
Hence then on this day/ which would 
otherwife be an expletive in their record 
of time, more 6f^ thofe momentary un- 
fatisfadtory vifits,. which the decorums of 
the world require from ifs difciples^ arc 
paid and returned, than on any other 
day in the week. The ptiblie walks, 
which .are the very banc of fober medite-. 
tion after a % pious exercife, are thronged 
even to inconvenience, not by thofe wha 
fnatch a few delicious hours of recreation 
from • a week's laborious and fcdcntary in- 
duftry, but by thpn whofe leifurc is their 
misfortune, and God grant it niay not be 
their eternal condemnation ! THcr engage- 
ments of the evening fuffer no* ihterrup- 
tion ; and fo rapid has been the progreii 
of this pArt of the evil, arid ib barefaced 

and 
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and- atrocious is it become, that it can serajon 
be def«:ribed in no terms which will not 
have the appearance of invedtive. It is 
but a few years iince that one part of an 
evening's aihufementy which requires no 
explanation, was very rarely indulged on 
a Sabbath Day; and then only by perfons 
who were not the moft refpedlable, and 
certtunly not without cenfure. It was 
then a: modeft vice, and fhrunk from 
public obfervation^ But mankihd, to do 
them juftice, have eraied from their cata- 
logue the: fin of hypocrify; and think it 
anneoeir^ry to glofa over a vice, which 
they have once brought themfelves to in- 
dulge, widi the varniih of decency. One 
great mifery of this evil is, that, in the 
natiiral courfe of example, it defcends to 
tfaoie clafles of people amongft whom 
till lately it was almoft unknown. Reli- 
gion kept its ground amongft the middle 
F 2 ranks 
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s^^woN ranks of men for tfiany^years after it had 

' been rejedted by their fuperiors; but, 

alas.! it is now receding even from this 

retreat, and God knows where it will be 

found at the tremendous day of enquiry 

into our faith and praftice ! Till now,' no 

man of this defcription dared to have pro* 

phaned the Sabbath .in this way, unlefs 

he had already parted "with every .other 

valuable feature of. his chara&er, and 

feared not the . k.Y^t^ animadverfions. * of 

his /neighbour. It is now, however, na 

longer the appropriate vice of any parti* 

cuUr defcription of people; but bqloiigs 

too generally to all. 

Nor is the Sabbath more a day of reft 
from bujinefsy than it is from pleafure. It 
was an inftitution of mercy, as well ^ as 
facrifice ; but how have we defrauded o\xx^ 
felves, and how have we defrauded others 
of that temporary reft from their laboari;» 

which 
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which in wifdoin, is well as goodnefs, is sermon 
here' cOttGcded to the^ human body and 
miridi Uiider one pretence or other many 
tradjcs* arc on this day continued, and 
much ' labour is performed, Profeffional 
engagements are inade much more fre- 
quently than the world at large is aware: 
of. Books are fettled- and arranged, as 
if the commerce of this World left no 
room' for' duties which are >to prepare us 
for- the- next; and as if the cncreafe of 
opulence was a fufficient apology ibr not 
afking4ipon it the bleffingof God,-^ who is. 
th^B aotbor" and giver iJf all good thmgs* 
It isffefteomc a day of travelling and oi in- 
tereburfdijctw^ndiifcant places, in a de- 
gree which heretofore was not heanj of. 
Thus ^tJie facred indofure of the Sabbatl^ 
is oh ftti 'fides -brokftn' down ; and the time 
is rij^id^- Haftehiii^ ■ when neither man 
iK)F \^klk^^¥fSX deri^ 'advantage from it. 
'^»^ F 3 " The 
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SERHON *< The Lord bleflcd the fevcath "id»y 3EUid 
haUoAved it/' are founds v^fted u|>on the 
deafened ear; and the obedience tp tiii 
divine authority i$ configning to jOibMirJioiiy 
with the fervile fuperflitions of ddrker 
ages. ^' The harp^ and the viol^ the tabret 
and pipe, and wine» are in their fbaibi 
but they regard riot the worJt- of the 
Lord." - . 

Befi^c the difufe of family devotion^ and 
family inibxidioD;! and the negie£fc andpnvt 
^natioii of the :Sabbath« I intended to 
have' 'noticed other inftances. of ;;r9]aiB6di 
diipiplinerin private life»'if the tuiguQ -would 
have pebmitted. As it isj I c»n ooly; :la« 
men t; that men* indulge th€mfely^:/in % 
levityrand prophanenefs of ccfntrtf&tiea 
beibrdjr their childsren and dcyii^^knts^ 
which in itfelf is i»i from beio|[fiinH>$ffiPl^ 
and» in its confequenpes to pub^'v^nh 
lity, is truly lamentable* Much ^ib is k 

to 
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to b,€|,deplpred, that wc too eafily^^^^ sermon 

into our families, on account of tlieirpleafan? 
manners and conviykdtxg^udificationsj^ men 
pf vicipus or fufpecSbed ,chara<3:er^- Nor 
is it lefs an evil, that while we exped; a 
great deal, of perfedion from others, we 
are apt to b^ extremely defedbive in our 
own examples. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but advert 
very particularly to one confequence of the 
melancJ^oly fadts which I have now ftated* 
With all our vices, with all our religious 
dedepiions, there is an attempt at a de- 
degree of reformation. The inftitution of 
Sunday Schools is a moll happy expedient 
to teach the infant poor the principles of 
religion and morality. But, I pray you, let 
us confi4?i> that when we hav? taught 
them that particular thiQgs are facred and 
inviolable,, will they noj hereafter ;QXpc<9: 
to find that they are as binding upon us 
F 4 as 
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SERMON as upon them ? When they are tranfplanted 
from thefe pious feminaries into our fami- 
lies, or into the fpherc of obfcrving our 
manners^ will they not be dij&ppointed to 
find that our own precepts have no efficacy 
upon our own praftice ? When they ob- 
ferve that their fupcriors have no religion, 
the firft fpeculative principles which they 
have been taught will never be fufficient 
to preferve them in the belief of iaiGod, 
and a judgment to come. When they ob- 
fci've their fuperiors give way to the'moft 
licentious paffions, tJie precepts whicK Acy 
have heard of fobernefs, temperance, and 
chaftify, will never reftrain them from ex- 
travagance and profufion J and confequcntly 
from unlawful means to fupply'the necef- 
flties of folly and vice. How iricoiiififtent 
is our conduft, that we ourfelvfcs (hould 
counteraft tliat which we ourfelves have 
done! - 

O my 
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O my brethren, let us remember that sermcw 
this fcene of riot and excefs muft quickly 
have an endy and the grave will <:lofe over 
us with that volume of fins, which muft 
one day be fpread before the judgment 
feat of Chrift. If we have any ^notions of 
a future fiate of retribution, on any prin- 
ciples, we can never diveft ourfelves of 
the apprehenfion, that w? muft account 
not only for what we have " done ; but alio 
for what we have occafioned others to do; 
either by bur example or importunity; and 
fpr what we might have prevented. At 
that day, then, when the ponderous tomb 
ihall open, and the grave give up her dead; 
when no created being throughout un*- 
bounded fpace -Ihall fkep^ but all, where- 
cVtr fcatt(e*6d, qr howeveSr minutely mould- 
ered intoduft, fhall appear before Heaven's 
judgment feat; at that day when an eter- 
j)al and irrevocable doom ftiall hang upon 

a moment; 
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$ERMON a^ifaoment; when even they who are pu- 
rifled in the Wood of the Lanib fhall trem?^ 
blein awful expecStation, ho\y fhall we be 
|)repared to ftand before that tribunal where 
juftice will not be blinded, and where pity 
will not intercept her blow ? Heavy-laden 
with the burden of our own :iniquiti0sj 
fixrrounded bjT a miferable group, . wlra^ 
hxxt for our . example, might have been 
annocent and) happy; who, but .for puf 
Wgleift, might I have worn their .golde^ 
jatx>\Yns, and tuned their harps to notes of 
eternal joy ; how fliall we meet that ^ye 
which will dact through the inmoft fbuli 
^Q^ fliall we abide the fentence which 
eondcmns us tolbc gnawings t>f that worm 
of . <x)nfcience:Jv|rich never dieih;. and to 
UvB for ever amidft the groans* and re-- 
preaches of thofe whom we have cc^rupted i 
With fuch a view, to think o£ dying muft 
be diftradtion rGood Godl fixnn our giddy 

fcencs 



foe&es' of idiffipa^jQ^ how^dzcc we look s^m^w 

forward to the great !day of waiKfig, lament* 

atidiii J aadf \teab !^v ; y • » 

. iJOn the 'XDnifaty, how jbiigh* WouW Jifc 

our profpc6ts of futurity, wei^ we xooi 

fcious that we were not only proceeding 

ourfiskis^lfi -th«?path of life> but leaHing 

on thofe around us to the high prize of 

our calling in Chrift Jefus ! In death, how 

delightful would be our hopes ! In our 

refurreftion, how glorious would be our 

waking from the fleep of- death, could we 

prefent a fhining train before the throne of 

the Lamb, with this triumphant refleiStion, 

** Of them which thou gaveft me, have I 

loft none * I" Then would thefe happy 

words of our approving Judge ftrike upon 

our enraptured ears, " Well done, thou 

* John xviii. g* 

good 
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%tM.imu itood andiaithfaL iervan^:xnter \hoa intt 
the Joy of thy Lbtd* !^ v^ C'-:- c. ? 

" O that we were wife,! that we under- 
tftbddr. thiv ^ ttiit x-we would : irDi^fider '. oui 
ktter end -f-i" /.:;..:: 1.-^ :.!:>'.. : : 
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SERMON V. 

THE GOSPEL A SYSTEM OF FAITH AS WELL 
AS MORALS. 



I Corinthians i. 30. 

But of him are ye in Chriji Jefiis^ who of 
God is made unto us wifdom^ and righte^ 
oufnefs^ and fanElification^ and redemp^ 
tion. 



In this verfe the Apoille gives us the Preached 

at the 

true defcription of Jefus Chrift, as the Afyium^ 
author and the head of our religion; and 179^ 
whoever does not receive him under this 
charadter, can have no pretenfions to the 
title of a Chriftian. He is our w/^i?/;;, in 
that he has taught us the true knowledge 
of God and the means of rendering our- 

felves 
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SERMON felves acceptable to him; "The world 
by its wifdom knew not God *." He is 
our righteoufnefs^ in that his atonement is 
imputed on repentance for pardon of our 
fins; he is peculiarly our righteoufnefs, be- 
caufe " if righteoufnefs come by the law, 
then Chrift is dead in vain -j-." He is our 
fanSlification^ making us holy, qualifying us 
for that pure llate to which he has called 
us, deftroying the body of ftn, and giving 
us a new fpirit of holinefs and righteouf- 
nefs; " We are fandified through the 
offering of the body of Jefus Chrift once 
for all J! The blood of Chrift, who 
through the eternal fpirit ofFefed^ himfelf 
without fpot to God, fhall purge your 
confcience from dead works to ferve the 
living God |j/' He is our redemption^ in 
that he hath redeemed us, from the do- 

• I Corinth, i. 21. f Gal. 11. 21. 

% I&b. X* 10. 1^ Heb, ix. 14. 

minion 
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minion of fin and Satan, from the curfe of sermoit 
death, and to the refurre<9:ion of eternal 
life. Thus, then, you obferve that in the 
Chriftian religion there is fomething to 
believe as well as to do; and that belief 
is the root and fpring of our perfornunce. 
I obferved, at the outfet of thefe Dif- 
courfes, that it is the fa{hion to " refolvc 
.chriftianity into a mere fyftem of morals/* 
But my text, and every page of that Gof- 
pcl which we fo eafily accommodate to our 
own purpofes, tells us that it is fomething 
more ; it is a fyftem which leads us to the 
knowledge of God ; which offers us pardon 
and reconciliation, which are to be ob- 
tained by no other means; which pro- 
duces good works as a confequence of 
knowing the will of God — as a condition 
of pardon ; and then it conduds us to the 
end, to which every thing elfc is but a 
mean — Salvation, eveilafting life, and hap- 

pinefs 
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SERMON pihefs after death in the prefence of God, 
and in the communion of faints and 
angels. 

No man can be a Chriftian without 
good morals ; becaufe the life — the power 
of religion is purity and holinefs : but 
morality is a fyftem of duties for this life 
only, of duties to our neighbour, and du- 
ties to ourfeives; and fo long as thefe du- 
ties are performed, fo long as the intcr- 
courfes between man and man are fiiir and 
•honourable, it matters not whether God 
and a future ftate are taken into the ac- 
count. But, my brethren, what page of 
the Bible is it which tells you that thefe 
duties make, up the whole of religion? 
poes not the fame text which dire<5ls you 
to do " juftice and to love mercy," diredl 
you alfo to " walk humbly with your 
God * ?" Docs not the fame unerring au-^ 

* Mic. vi. 8. 

thority 
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thority which fays ** Thou fhalt l6ve thy sermort 
neighbour as thyfclf/* fay alfo, ^* Thou 
ihalt love the Lord thy Qod with all thy 
heart and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy mind * ?" Are we not told that " the 
juft fhall live by faith f ?" that after all 
we are " unprofitable fervants J," and 
muft finally reft on the merits and media- 
tion of Jefus Chrift only? Faith in the 
Gofpel, that it is the word of truth; 
Faith in Jefus Chrift, that he fpake " as 
one having authority || /' Faith in the 
promifes and the threatenings of Chrif- 
tianity, thefc indted make the beft founda- 
tion of that confiftent Chriftian morality 
which is exercifed in every opportunity, 
and is fuperior to every temptation. , 

L^et us not then deceive ourfelves, and 
confound Chriftianity and morality as one 

* ftfatt, xxii. 37, 39. + Rom, i. 17. 

X lAikc, xvii. 10. il Matt.vii. 29r 

G and 
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SERMON and the fame thing. Do you imagine that 
under the law, with all its corruptions, 
there were no moral men ? Do you fup- 
pofe that in all the ages of Pagan antiquity 
there were no moral men ? Do you ap- 
prehend that at this day there are no inoral 
men to be found under the banner of Ma- 
homet ? Nay, have you not read of moral 
men who have profeiTedly written againft 
Chriftianity ? Why, then, my brethren, 
if your morality is your religion, what 
will you make- your diftincftion frdm 
Pagans, Jews, Turks, and Infidels ? 

If you pay any refpedt to the New 
Teftament you muft receive it all, or you 
muft rejedt it all : while it all ftands upon 
the fame authority, every part muft be 
received and embraced alike as the word of 
God. If we believe that we are bound by 
the New Teftament to be honeft, the 
very fame authority binds us with ftill 

higher 
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higher obligation to look up to Jcfus as sermok 
'* the author and iiniftier of our faith *•" 

A.' 

Unlefs we implicitly believe with all our 
hearts, and with all our fouls, all thofe 
dodlrines which -are to be found in every 
page of the gofpel; dodtrines which depend 
not on human glofles and comments, 
which are' not taught by the implication 
and 6onftru(9ion of human learning; unlefs 
we believe that we cannot otherwife be 
favcd, I know not on what ground of 
gofpel authority we are reftrained from 
the violation of every duty to our neigh- 
bour and to ourfelves. 

That the Gofpel contains a purer code 
of morals than has ever before been de- 
livered, is, I believe, on all hands acknow- 
ledged 5 nor is it lefs true, that it affords 
the beft and only motives of morality^ 

* Heb. xii. 2. 

G 2 both 
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SERMON both of thought as well as adtion. It 
may be fufficient for the purpofes of hu- 
man life (as has no doubt been evident in 
many heathen inftances), that* men's ac- 
tions and outward demeanour are fair and 
honeft; but we have a much ftronger 
motive for inward integrity, which is the 
beft fecurity for our honourable dealings^ 
in the belief that there is a God who 
fearches the heart, who knows our 
thoughts, and weighs in the balance every 
working of the mind. 

The native beauty of virtue has fre- 
quently been propofed as a fufficient in- 
ducement to a nearer acquaintance ^th 
her. This is a motive adapted to pure 
apd fpotlefs beings, but not to frail arid 
finful men ; becaufe on this principle we 
are left at liberty to embrace a vice inftead 
of a virtue, if (as it fometimes happens) 
(he puts on, of the two, the more attrac- 
tive 
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tive bkndifliments. The furer motive, I sermon 
apprehend, will be found in the gofpel 
dbftrine cf a ftate of future retribution. 
" He that cometh to God, muft believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarderof 
them that diligently feek him *." As it 
applies to men, how beautiful a connection 
is here formed between motives and ac- 
tions ! As it applies to God, how fatisfac- 
torily is he juftified as the moral Governor 
of the univerfe ! Con vi^iced of this -doc-, 
trine, and dreading the terrors of future 
vengeance, the bad man. dares not draw 
forth the latent wickednefs of his heart. 
Confident that Gpd is juft,. and encouraged 
by invaluable rewards which he ha$ in 
moft aflured reverfion, the man. of low 
degree unweariedly performs the fcvereft 
duties of his ftation, Refting :on this 

* Heb. xi. 6. 

G 3 faith. 
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SERMON faith, as on an anchor which never faileth, 
we behold on one hand the unmerited 
iuccefs of fome» and on the olJoker we 
feel our own mifcarriag^s with the calm 
dignity of men whofe beft hopes are ftili 
unfhaken. by the agitations and convul- 
fions of this tranfitory fcene. Whik 
Heaven opens to our view, and angels 
beckon us to its bright abodes, misfbrtnne 
patiently reclines on the bofom of content- 
ment, with eyes diredfeed to that pure feli- 
city, .where tears no longer flow, and the 
ibrrows of the heart no longer throb. On 
this principle only, -that the life of man 
ends not here,, -but that when he has 
thrown off the mortal hufk he Ihall ftand 
an accountable creature at the bar of his 
Maker; on this principle only, that human 
things: arq; to be Confidered fimply asL they. 
bear a relation to another ftate of juft re- 
tribution, can we reconcile the innumera- 
- ' ; blc 
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ble moral difficulties with which we are sermon 
iurroujaedcd. in the world. Were the pre- 
feniftate to be our *^ continuing city;** 
were thfo^ our only concern, how hard 
ivt>uld it , be for the pious mind ta ailure 
itfelf that God is wife, -and holy,- and juft^ 
and good I' But confidering ourfelves as 
probationary beings; confidering our con- 
necftion with eternity ; confidering God as 
never "lo&og: fight of us in any period of 
Gor exi^nce, and conducing us to an end 
which' is concealed only, by thd^ veil cii 
mprtabtjlr, jevery difficulty arifing fro^i^the 
untoward events of this world vaniflies 
before us; ami v/e acknowledge, in the fiilL 
confidence; of faith and hppe> thi&tru^b, 
fi) often quoted add fo little undcrftood, 
*^ Whatever is, is right/* c 

PoflcfFcd'jof thefe ineftintiable truths, let 
us. not, rxef brethren, narrow the graild 
and glorious fcope of the evangelical dSBT*. 
G 4 penfatioa 
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SERMON penfation into an humble fyflem of iioman 
ethics; but let us recei\ce it. as the trea- 
fijre of life and inWnortality, . rcTcakd to 
US " in Chrift Jefu«> who of God is made 
unto U8 wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and 
fanftification, and redemption.^ -.i^j . 

It has often been objected againil this 
fchemc of the Gofpel, as I Lave de- 
fcribed it, that,' in general^ the lives of 
Chriilians, and the lives of unbelievers 
and ibeptics, have no difcrinainatihg fca- 
tairea. / We cannot but admit the fa£t in 
a .very confiderable degree. We iee men 
who profefs not to think at all about: reli- 
gion,, and men who profefs thexTifelves to 
bcChriftians, equally-engaged in the com*- 
ijion concerns of life; They pay the fame 
attention to bufinefs; they are alike en- 
g&ge4 in the huriy of pleafure"and 6i£^^ 
pation. Their Chriftianity is merely a prow 
felKoi of the .lipSf, the Bible cannot be 
> f - iaid 
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faid to be the ftrid: rule of their pradice 5 SEiofOxV 
they are conformed to this world ; and they 
purfue its interefts to the utmoft, as if they 
had no . expedations of . any thing here-: 
after. 

It is certainly a misfortune that this i^ 
the cafe, and contrary to the fpirit of our 
religion; whofe power fhould pervade every 
ad:ion and every concern in this world, 
OTwl fhowld feparate us in. our lives and 
converfations, as a peculiar people, from 
every unbeliever; from every fcofFer at 
the Go^l, and every carelefs difciple of 
a faith/ whofe energy he does not itth 
This is an evil, however, derived from 
our corifidering Chriftianity in its inferior 
view; merely as a moral law. If we em- 
braced it in all its parts, like men in 
earjieft; oqr lives muft be holy and fpi* 
ritual. There is not a dodrine of the 
Gofpel which does not apply to common 

life. 
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SERMON life. ** If we arc to be wife and holy, as 
the new born fons of God, we can no 
otherwife be fo, but by renouncing every 
thing that is vain knd foolifh in every part 
of our common life. If we are to be in 
Chrift new creatures, we nra-ft fbew that 
we are fo, by having new ways of living 
in the world. If we are to follow Chrift, 
it muft be in our common way of fj[>end- 
ing every day. The virtues and holy 
tempers of Chriftianity are not oursLp. .trn- 
kfs they be the virtues and tem^pefs of 
our ordinary converfation. So that Chrif- 
tianity is fo far from leaving us to live in 
the common ways of life, conforming to 
the folly of cuftoms, and gratifying the 
paffions and tempers which the fpirit of 
the world delights in — it is fo far from in- 
dulging us in any of thefe things, that all? 
\t% .virtues which it makes neobiSary ta 
falvation, are only fo many' ways of livings 

above 
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above, and contrary to the world in all sermon 
the common adions of pur lives. If our 
common life is not a common courfb of 
humility, fclf-denial, renunciation of the 
Vrorld, poverty of fpirit, and heavenly 
affedtion, we do not live the lives of 
Chriftians*" 

My brethren^ this is not fanatical ; yom 
cannot open a page of the New Teftamient 
without reading that this is the do<9:rinc 
of the Gofpel of which you profefs your-^ 
fclves to be |>elievers. The truth is, that 
vety few of us confider what are the doc- 
trines of the Gk)fpel, and what is their 
awful- import. We are Chriftians for the 
fome reafon tha* we might have been 
Pagans qt MahQisketans, becaufe our fore-» 

* Law*s Serious Call, which I eameftly recommend 
to every, man's attention, who wifhcs to underftand 
the Chriftian tdigibn, and to lead a life agreeably 

fathers 
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SERMON fathers were fo. Let us try this aflcrtion 
by a fingle dodtrine, vix. the immortality 
of ^e foul, as revealed by Jefus .ChriH 
If we were firmly impreffed with a belief 
that we were to live for ever, and that 
our future exiflence depends upon our 
condudt here, is it poflible that any man 
of common reafon fhouldfo far forget the 
natural laws of felf-prefervation, as to do 
any thing which would hazard the happi- 
nefs of that exiftence ? We have no way 
of judging of any man's convidtion, but 
by his adting according to - it. If we be- 
lieve that our lives are in danger, wc ^r^ 
carneftly employed in preferving them ; if 
wc believe that the goods of this world 
are neceflary and- convenient to us, we arc 
earneft, and laborious, and anxious in the 
means of acquiring them. ^ Whatever in- 
tereft, whateypr concern we thinly worthy 
of our attention, we foon manifeft .our 

eagernefs 
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cagernefs in the purfuit of it. But who sermon 
difcovers our earneftriefs in the purfuit of 
immortality? We do not fee through 
that very brittle texture which divides the 
two worlds, and therefore we leave it to 
chance. A rational man is anxious about 
every thing in proportion to its value. 
Now, if we believe that our lot in a future 
ftate depends upon ourfelves; that, in re- 
fpe6t of its duration, this life is but as a 
point of time ; according to every analogy 
of common fenfe, to which life fhould we 
pfiy the greateft attention ? If we believe, 
as we profefs, not only in a ftate of future 
exiftence, but that it is a ftate of joy and 
felicity ; that in God's ** prefence U ful- 
hefs of joy, and at his right hand there 
are pleafures for evermore * ;** and that no 
cares, no griefs, no chequered events fhall 
trouble this pure fountain of felicity, would 
* Pfalm XVI. II. 

it 
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SERMON it be poffible that we fliould be fo anxious 
about every trifling concern of this pcrifh- 
able fcene, and fo indifferent about that 
^-ich treafure from which we are but fo 
little reftioved ? Would it be poffible that 
we fliould be fo fafcinated with the fcat- 
tered bloffoms of tranfient delights, which 
are to be found in the paths of this world, 
that our greatefl: dread and apprchenfion 
is to leave them ? Alas ! if we were to try 
the fincerity of our belief in this dojftrinc 
of the fouFs immortality, by the rule of 
our condudt in human concerns, I fear 
we fliould be tempted to clafs Chriftians 
amongfl: ** the Sadducees, which fay that 
there is no refurredtion *." 

I am now arrived at the conclufioo of 

that plan which I propofed at the com-* 

mencement of this holy feafon. I have 

^delivered thefe difcourfes with as warm 4t 

* Matt. xxii. 23. 

defire 
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defire of difcharging my duty to. my sermon* 
hearers, as ever actuated the labours of 
man. And tiow I moft folemnly appeal 
to you, is not the ftate of religion amongft 
us fuch as I have defcribed it to be? and if 
there is one particle of truth in the faith 
which we profefs, is there not an urgent 
neceflity for reformation ? I call, then, upon 
you, one and all, by your faith in Jefus 
Chrift, by every precious hope you derive 
from him, to begin, in yourfelves and 
your families, that reformation which 
can alone appeafe the difpleafure of God, 
and fave your own fouls. ' The times 
in which we live require every effort of 
example. It is not fufficient to ileal 
through life withqut obfervation, to prac- 
tice filent virtues, to cherifh an inward 
piety, which has no witnefs but God and 
our own hearts ; burSur " light muft fo 
fhine before men, that they may fee our 

good 
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SERMON good works, and glorify our Father which 
is in heaven *." The religion of Jefus 
Chrift is more and more difregarded ^ the 
whole mifliop of the Gofpel is at flakej 
and the preacher of the glad tidings of 
lalvation, of glory to God, and good-will 
towards men, may fay as he did at the 
firft hour of his miiSon, " He that is not 
with me is againft me "f ." If we really 
believe in " the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chrift Jefus J," we fhall eagerly 
do any thing to obtain it j we fhall gladly 
facrifice every thing to be worthy of it. 
Let us not then fear the fooliih imputation 
of fanaticifm^ it is impoffible that our 
zeal and piety towards God fhould be too 
fervent; that our juftice fhould be too 
ftridt, our charity too enlarged towards 
men ^ and that our caution over our own 

* Matt. V. 16. t Matt. xii. 30. 

X Philip iii. 14. 

condudl 
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condudt fhould be too guarded and exem- sermon 
plary. Let the gay.fmile, and the thought- 
lefs difregard ; it is the only crofs which 
in thefe days we have occafion to take up, 
and follow our mafter : and let us not be 
afhamed to bear this crofs, till we fhall 
behold it at the laft day the triumphant 
banner in Heaven, when we fhall be par- 
takers of his glory who for our fakes fuf- 
fered death upon it on earth* 

At that day, my brethren, I pray for 
you and I pray for myfelf, that when the 
iafhion of this world is pafTed away, when 
Chrift fhall bc-^* all in allV' when he 
fhall have *^ put all enemies under his 
feet -f,'* we may be found worthy of the 
happy Sentence, ^* come ye blefTed children 
of my Father, receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of the 

world xr 

* I Cor. XV. a8t 1 1 Cor. xv. 25. % Matt* xxv. ^^ 
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^rain up a child in the way he Jhould go: 
and when be is old^ he npill not depart 
from itp 

The world, in which the Aljnighty Preached 

tt the 

Author of our being has at preient placed Afyium, 

March 29» 

.us^ is to be coniidered :|S a ftate pf pro-* 1789* 

.bation for another, more perfeift and eter« 

^nal. The nature of this probation h faith 

in his holy word^ ai^d obedience to his 

revealed will, But a$ the happinefs of his 

cfe^tures is the .moving principle of all 

ths^t; Qo4 doess tx)i^ar4s themi, and all that 

H 2 he 
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SERMON he requires from them ; he has made their ' 
duties towards each other a very important 
and extenfive pi^rt of this obedience ; and 
has infeparably conneded focial and reli-* 
gious obligations. Gonfidering therefore 
focial morality and piety as being made, 
by the commands of the Gofpel, the fame 
things, I apprehend that I cannot more 
worthily difcharge my facred office at this 
time, than by directing your attentioi^ to 
the two leading relative duties of parents 
and children. And thefe fhall be confi- 
dered in their order; 

The duty of parents may be confidered 
in three points of view; cither as it is 
taught us hy nature*, or as it has bcCTi 
' conftituted by the cufioms of nations i or 
commanded us by the reveakd will of 
God. 

If w? cpnfider it as the inftitute of na^ 
ture i we fhall £nd, that it is one of its 

mol^ 
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ftioft iiiviplable laws. The congenial feel- sermon 
ings of every good and tender parent whpmi 
I am now addreffiijgjprove (l truft).tljatthe 
exceptions to this kiftindtive difpofitioii 
are very rare j and, perhaps, no where to 
be found, but where the fond emotions 
of a parent's love are funk in the renaqrfe- 
ful fears of fhame, difhonour, and infamy^ 
If we view it as conftituted by the cuf^ 
toms of nations \ we fhall find that this 
duty requires not only care, proteAiotu 
and maintena.nce in the helplefs ftages of 
infancy and childhood; but alfo foun^and 
godd education. It is iii .this.yie^ rcr 
quired of the parent to lay the foundation 
of all that is to be. reciprocally ufeful and 
profitable to his child, as a member, of the 
community; and to endeavour id foot out 
all that appears hoftile to his focial rela« 
tion. 

If we -farther examine the doty of 
^ / H 3 parents. 
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SERMON jJafcnts, as commanded by the ^/// vfGoH 
revealed through JeJUi Cyrifi, vtr6 JOiai 
find it improved to its higheft 'cixfe&fl^ncre ; 
enforced as a religi&iis obligation 5 isA 
the motive of it augniented by tlie cbfifi- 
(deratioh, that God's moral 'gbveffiiiieirt 
of the unlverfe is very cfferitklly pto^btefi 
by It. 

From the ohlfgdthris to pafenlil fiuty, 
we proceed toinffaiices of its operation. 
"^Tfic lirft e^iample^ — ^as it is foiind in die 
mere care and "preTervafion of animal liif^ 
Vnd (In this ihlikhce) the favirs''6f Sl'^eJv'i- 
Uzed nations have enforced the'di^ate's " of 
religion and confcierice — is not prdpfiiify 
tlie lubjed of difcuffibn in this "plaXSt. 
But the inflances of diity left more wildcfy 



.J jOO: 



Yp parental Hifcretion, arid yet6f mfiniiSJfy 
greater importance ih'^ evi&iy'pdffi we" JxJiflt 

^of view, begin with the firft dawniilgs'if 

iht^Rds.Whan the iikcferfh^ is tt> be 

' carefully 



tjaK^^lly ,4i0en,ed, the reafon inftruded, sermop^ 
th!p m^d ^difedbed. to. im|Jortant pbje<fts, V* y :^, 
and planted with ufefijl kngwledge, and 
the manners ^and -Jlabits eftabliflied : when 
t> i^j^^ent of c^nfc^ence^be^^^^ tp d^-. 

XQ )ff iivcjLik^^^^ ^and^the^^^^ 

f^ ia,4prty-,tej:e, ,i^^^ pf the greate^^ 

ap3^ exceeding ftage of life, Negleft here 
i& iiHJfi;. }l is ^.4j}p^rto the ^jju^l^ers^of 

^O^n . unfprtij^ate.Bqing a^^ exiftepce with- 
jpm:^ppiftefs, ^jvfth^ut honour, without 
^irtue;: Jt.^s ^bp^m^ajfouli which is, tp 
liver hece^fte^. »nd' for ever,, to eternal 
3Yi;9tcl\?finefs. Xhe. good^ pr evil. of an 
jucpmpr^ . exiil:ea<;e ^fhen depends upon^a 
jj^r^nt's. (jajfe j ^^pd^his reafon, cpnfcicnce, 
H 4 generofity. 
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SERMON gcnerofity, religion, the interefts of this 
world, the happinefs of the next, alt uiiite, 
and cement the obligation. 

As an additional motive to the e^eN 
cife of thefe parental offices, I would ob- 
fcrve that it is the beft ground of filkl 
affedioh, reverence and obedience.' It may 
juftly be doubted whether the mere com- 
munication of being is any natural ground 
of filial duty. This commumCation was 
accidentali' bearing no regard to the ob- 
jed it hath brought into the world: It 
fbems therefore to b^e the after care and 
kindnefs which conilitute the obligation* 
To have been brought out of nothing 'Jh to 
exiftence ma;y be a blefling, the choicefi 
gift of Heaven ; it mtay be a calaniity, to 
be kmented through ehdieft ages • what- 
ever it 'may be, it certainly is ilivolun^ 
tary. Now as ihiich of tHe complexioti 
of this exiftence will depend on the car^ 

^attention^ 
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attention; amL. jii^gmcnt - of -the' pare»t/j ^i^uovi 
I think tha«> psit^entyxwho jdifHains aod 
irejeds thefe olficdB, .has nd :natural: claim 
-upon his chiM^ for gratitttde: and revcr 
xehce. ■•--■ ^^ v^ . - ^ ^-r^n^'-. .-.1 .vTi-j 
in-this vi^w^crf parent^ duty^' mankind 
I apprehend^iiare- g^nefalljf agreed ; it isi 
in the manner of . difchargirig;liieir dutj^ 
that th^' mil be ptincipally found, to 
differ. 0(i this account^ I think it is ini^ 
portaftt tp^i^fttbjedkcto introduce a few 
'pbiervatiions on the nature and. exeiriic of 
that author ityv' 1;v&ich reafbn^. and rd^^ioa 
have vefted' in paren^^'abd^whichy as tHiey 
are the author^^of thebeing, and thefcde 
fupporters^ prote£tors^ and guides of iJMir 
^hildren^ is very full and ex^tenfive.,; In; 
the exerciie of this authority nature points 
^o -mildnefs and .tendibrnefs^ it feems rath^ 
'to ^IIow of feverityr. as the laft refort^of 
Beceility/:tbaa cvct toxmrna/ul Jt. Indeed 
I :- : one 
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6ltewouli rather fae mc^iiied t<9 favelioTA 

«bat i^re the emotie>ni9 qf ft f^ent'^ 

ioise never Ji-eftrained,,thdr&t«i:e hof^ 

tw^ld be: inoreLCompktefyltiUfteii'b^ >3iCf 

ceffive indulgence, than by cold neg^e^t 

imd Usie engaging, bcaiuliesr. of icct\ts& >chilci- 

iiodd WQixM probably xua i«rUd ibr J^anut <i 

j^e draining h^ptd c^ judicipi^di)^ipUi^ 

AnAIyctiit^&cqueIk% happfiB^ t^$Ut 'wh^^iy 

4liB duty Qf^dntel^c^r^:i5:f»%:JldmiU€!i 

paceistscndeai^ountD |ir6duce.ti:^e<grmt efid^ 

af it.byfovbdtyiand &rca irathor j^al^ty 

jgjralhefs andrafldyefs. iB.^jthpf^cefQS^igfsi^r 

Tally fpc^klng, tte-cyciH: .v^ULbie,dif^4^ 

«iBnt* Every ehdeayour Ltoiinculfi%te ^- 

toci. to iflimi manqcrs, taipitil. jq4^|:^«- 

cibn^.accompatnied; with unmelfii\gjrigilii& 

ti'ilibe fckttei^g; good ifced. upon /* ^S 

ditHed by etejjial frofts. Scircari^ 5:»ii 

neither :iridttceithc love, of virtue; ^x^ 

llttt^64 ofivice;^.it tenifies:ia.^^ 

^- / infant 



tmjpi-effitfh} ^tn the r6litt • of p^rtlftil 

goVettimeift a?e throwh olE ifey? it #itt 

^dfeftat itis own end*-; foS" ehUd«ni liCnd^ 

mich a dJftSp'Knfe, beifti tHwartSBd th-M 

tbeir little Jplaris- fend WnfifeMeiitey--^ 

ijJetJpeliiaHy reiidfered Sfei^fortfi^ft, ^fl^fll 

foon confldei- their patefcts-as their 'IntWr 

cnertiiie&. ffefttfe their 'rdl^dt «iid duty 

"Will laft only with thcFr ftirs=; ^tfridi'^hfrh 

'they arfeTotft of' thc^ rtrachfiftfc a -paft^t^^ 

verityj 'dSfiy W4ii cieafe to-fedPc^tO^fft^fs 

^la <:^//</'tf-affe^on. SeVei% tbb^ScIng^- 

(demlly'^6'0qU9lly'difefi£t^^t>Pdiil^ihi|ll^ 

ligietic^ ~as ' tb: vioiotisi^pMpenria^ >mifttl 

'dlftittdkgjR are eatktAyoiaiir<SfBdby^'4Xfi'flt 

-MpbfSs S%a(k Of hypOtfrfl^v'bfltf^^WB^fo 

^gettUine fettib of vH-dtofe;^ ^^eftfeiiiy "!»«*» 

JUc(^fffuUy clieH(h(bs'>th'e'1»fit^ti«&<i^'hii. 

^i^«n ' MKif e-; fbr bl^g^ J^idlbtly ^iitfSMd 

-i^iht^ i«t]itt^Mdir«li> a»dJ4nt^liMi'-ti9ir fifld 

ia 
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SERMON in favour of what they diflike, their dif^ 
tafte to what is good is only confirmed ; and 
their faulty propenfities are flrengthened, 
inflead of being eradicated. It damps 
every generous principle ; it checks every i 
noble exertion of the nund ; and (lamps 
both perfonal manners, and the habit of 
thinking, with fear and fervility. 

Having faid thus much on the fubjed 
of extreme feverity, I truft my meaning 
wUl not be fo perverted, as to make me 
the advocate of exceflive indulgence. 
The efFefts, in both cafes, are equally 

-fatal; It is of little confequence either to 
the child, or to. the parent's confciencc, 
whether his happinefe and refpeftability 

rhaye been deftroyed by tyranny; or whe- 
ther he is fuffered to ruin himfelf (^nder 
a feeble authority) for want of due re- 

..ftraints. The authority of a parent is oa 
jiQ account to be relaxed in any of its ufe- 

fill 
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fill energies; it is to be exercifed with vi- sermoh 
gilance and afliduity againft the caprices, 
the wayward humours, and the vicious pro- 
penfities of children : But its moft efFcdtual 
exercife will be found in the influence of 
reafoning, perfuafion, and convidfcion; and 
not under the preflure of auftere, blind 
commands. Againft both extremes the 
word of God hath left us falutary cau- 
tions. ** Fathers, provoke not your 
*^ children to anger, left they be dif- 

couraged*.'' ** Ye Fathers, provoke 
*^ not your children tp wrath ; but bring 
*^ them up in the nurture, and admonition 
** of the Lord; having them in fubJe<flion 
** with all gravity -f*. ■ ' 

From thefe general obfervations I now 
proceed to a more particular confideration 
of the text. By ^^ training up a child,'* 

"f^ Coloffians, iii. 2i* f Ephef. vi. 4. i Tim. iii. 4. 
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pl^qs; wr^ edufotion. • Tiie nec.eiJUy oi 
t^ wiil )?? b^ll -unxkri^qd by a view gf 
jtbe iid £ffe<3bs .which foUpw on the jiegM 
1^ k. * WJh^ere tl^ :^il 4^\ynings of reafon 
ftpe n9it; ^,i:^^d to .worthy .ob^dls ; whexi^ 
ft i? jnej^ki^qd to flppc tJt^e yet yacaAl: smd 
j^i^^C^ judgtnctat with juA cqaceptions 
^aj^d ^i4j|?rie jtl^e ip&nt pawers ,of under 
ift%ftdiijgf^re;nfttv«^rgp4 .gud exercifed by 
4iftfidt}nftgrt^ipfi} where thqfe (I fay) arc 
«Rj^^4 iit >is [hardly -within the. ^)|pii;ii 
?pf ipojffiibil^tyigfet *ny pthgr ;ft;jge of life to 
ti«pw^lteifii:ft wift^ke. The reafpri, tb 
ijudgfpesd:, ithe jip^^ftftfldin^, are ^readj 
occupied by the ob}§<S^s.Qf qhsncci .^d, 
vw4carfyiimpr«flio»sjare airways Arpng, the 
::ipagCAnd:ith)Pipi:?ecfipt of ffttufe^inftrucaiDn 
VfilHbe jf«fn through a ftgin?d .medijufpj 
and all the beft exertions of the mind will 
'be irreparably weakened* 

Thus, 
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llius, in the loweft tkffcs of tJie com- PwictMr 
ihunity, whtrc the wrctche4 oflFspring is^ 
thrown forth to wander in the *ftreet«; 
and to confHftie the tiays of rfiildhood iii 
idlenei^ ^n^ infant profligafey ; where flifc 
budding powers of the hody have not 
been expanded by early Jkbtour ; in thefe 
inftatices/ not even the iron band xX 
"iiinTtt can pverconxe the inafti^rrty -of 
Jfidolence^ and indnce the habits of honeft 
and continued induftry. But as neceffity 
tvill force them upon feefcing fomc means 
pf fubliftenee; fp idlenefs will dirdft 
0jeir choice tp fuch a« require tbe leaft 
jjtnd fiiorteft exejrtions of labour; 'thougl^ 
it-the expence of hbneftjrand every moral 
obligation/ 'Hence that fcene of 4heft, 
violence, and abandoned -yillainy, * which 
bafites the utimcft vigaance^of juftice : To 
ihis -are to-be afcribed'the^idle, ^lasy, if^ 
femifiate cteipioymcnts,- Which ^figraee 
4}ie "yietiy charadter of nianhood: And from 
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9MMU01X hence originates the increaiing number of 
importunate vagrants; who,, like morbid 
cxcrefcences in the body, drain the ufefiil 
members of their nourishment, and are yet 
top large to be cut off. 

Nor are the effeds of negledted educa-^ 
tion lefs fat^l and extenfive, in the middle 
Tank of people. Where in this clafs 
childhood has been the fcene qf idlenef^ 
and indulgence — ^where the paffions have 
teen fuffered to run wild for want of re-p 
itraint — where the little impertinencie$ of 
|hat age have rather been encouraged as 
amufingy than checked as encreaiing evils 
—and where parental fondnefs has feared 
to check improper defires. and wayward 
humour^ — ^where this has been the calc, 
jdie mind is prepared, neither by inclina-- 
.fipn, noi; infti:u<aiDn, fpr a ferioqs atten-r 
i)9n-eitfier tp a trade or profeffion. A 
ly^gance, an inability qf ap- 




On the Duties of Parents. 1 13 

plication, are contraaed; and heuce arifes sermon 
the whole melancholy fcene of fraud and 
bankruptcies, ruin and difgrace to fami- 
lies, and the grey hairs of broken-hearted 
parents, fent down ** with forrow to the 
" grave." 

And if we view the confequences of 
neglected education amongfl: thofe of the 
higher claffes of fociety, who have all the 
advantages of rank and fortune ; the fcene 
will not be found to brighten upon us. In 
the two firft inftances, the good of the 
community can only be promoted by the 
honeil attention of the individual .to his 
private intereft. But they who are in 
more elevated ftations are called upon to 
make the public good their primary ob- 
jeflis : to every glowing fentiment of pa- 
triotifin, they are called upon to add the 
wifdom of political information; and to 
ihe obligations of wife legiflation they are 

I required 
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SERMON required individually to contribute the 
fandtion of a good example. If then the 
firft years of young men of fafhion are 
fpent in diflipation and profligacy ; and 
rank and fortune are confidered as difpen- 
fations from all regular application, except 
to fafliionable vices; the advantages of 
their ftations are loft to the community, 
and the very oppofite efFefts' are produced. 
The general character of every other rank 
of fociety will, in great meafure, receive 
its impreffion from that of the higher 
clafles: Every man therefore of exalted 
rank, who in himfelf holds out the ex- 
ample of diflipation, immorality, and irre- 
ligion, inftead of a benefactor, and an or-* 
nament, becomes a monfter in the com- 
munity he belongs to. 

By *' training up a child" is farther to 
be underftood religious education-, the ^vifeft 
and moft important branch of all ufeful 

education. 
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education. ir.RdigIoh>iiid^|tettdtnt of hi sermon 
being ^iJ'irtdiYpeni^ble duty towards ^God,* 
and the ^difpenfablc condition of eternal 
happinefS, IS the moft prudehtial ^aar4 oF 
prefent cqmfort and-p»ofp4rity.J If ^wt 
teach ourichildren- to. tefer their motiVes^' 
and their i a(9:ions to i the. all-feeing eye -of 
Heaven,^ to the infellible :nile of God's 
word, and to. the IcYcre teft" of the lafl: 
great day ; if .wc do. this, we give then*' 
an inexhauftible fourclS of : genuine happi*' 
nefs, which does not:obi3a?u(9: an honeft' 
and virtuous attention tp any worldly inte-" 
reft, and yet fecudes a.^peace of mindv^a' 
pleafure of approving confdiencei- uncon-' 
nefted with Ithe world..- 1 We give to. a 
being, ; who is a part pf usi /and dearer to. 
us than ourfelves, all the means .of honour 
and comfbrt through the probationary 
courfe of the prefent life; and ^prepare 
I 2 him > 
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sERsroi^rv aH your labours^ your cares, your parental 
anxieties. 

I will fuppofe^ (and I hope it is the pix)- 
bable fuppoiition to make of thofe whom I 
am now addrefling), that thofe amongft ycu 
on \yhpm Heaven has beftowed its choiceft 
bleiiing on your conjugal relatioa, have 
fulfilkd the duties k requires^ as God 
and nature have Commanded you-- Yet 
notwithAaiiding, it fometimes happens in 
the unfearchable difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, that the child, who bloomed in 
its infancy^ and fweetly fmiled ai ^ mo« 
Cher's arms, Ihaili'-as it grows up; turn 
upon the parent who foftered it ^ and> like 
th«-*^d6adly viper, ^ing the veiy X^koA 
whkk gave it fuck^ -Ifliis will fometimes 
be the 'melancholy event notwi^ftfthdl^ 
every tender and judicious care j^- v wh^tf 
there has heeo 'f line upon line^ aaj$ 

^* precept 



On tbe^ Duties i^'Pahint^ Ml 

•* pre«j^e'«p(ai'' precept,^* fa^fuUy ^p- sEkMOK 
plied J a|i4 tjlefo fiipport«i'^% the 'puwft-' 
easmipteSi ■ . ,, ....... », „ 

'^ Of ^1 «bofe' f6Vertf • ^AaiMis,' ^hld^ 
Irtaven feifiii'^^n ^$.'tMlt«fiP tRDt-pfpi^ 
their conftadcjti-and >t)rmg'thSf-foul pu^ 
airid uflfullied -through 'th4s''''pftjb<lionar^ 
ftafe, — this -lis ^ hiirdelt-td be' fttftaittedi 
Hie pocft- Wfetdif,' who* K"'^fJ>ended'feiy 
6^6 brittle't'w'jg, ;and tlKit b^ecbking; finks 
for, ever, is happy in ce*nfi>arff*te-Jef ^1^ 
fihvAy ^^Ho^'liV«s t0 1§b^ld' \ht difi>l>e- 
«Q«hce ) ind ^itil-gi^tittidbii'^h^i^ickQ^ilS^ 
&^ iftfamy{iJol<«fdartitig«)»ildrf : ' -p^f^ 
^-i^^e(%^iMe't&e^e hsuftb«)ih4}<«/pk^^d 
af!diti^^^'^^"'*^liihi<4i^4 h«t^'>defd*ibe(i 
thotighf : a-' ^1d^Atr^^ttaf|-^'^f«hr^^^}dk 

l§ mi -^'-:feib4^ing «/^f|^i)^>'t94U^ 
tuoys iM ia^ againft ;t}^ i%Vk>rt^6?^Jpi^. 

*--■- Nay, 
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swwjii*.; Nfty, ^yert.thaighfo heavy ft calamity may- 

hbW!..down the, infirmity (rf.aiged.p^reht^; 

and may boing their grey hairs fo ijaucb the 

^Wr* *• W^^ ^*^^''*^^ *"° ^^^ -gfave;'* yet 
tlMgrtcaa wofetefttly i^ail.tj^i/s glpotny xnaiiT: 
fiiQP, ^s thg pkce.not pnjy-whfere; " the 
*^:W^^ryJ*^ftat;;j:efti" but to the good and 
piqus, ^as th^ certain paflage to that happy 
country, wlwre all tea?^^ £ball be wiped 
fr(«ift ttieir &f^i find every forxQW b^niihed 
ft^ their heatt^^^ .,, ,._[ ,.: . , , ■;,. 
--'^Ht«. %l*^ !i;/jyf:ii^therwife;:iS(.H with the 
glgg^^t.jin^^ipked >.paj»tit! not lef& 
fharp are bi/* -ferrows ;. ljptotl|*)^ airp ^q 

jbi(|JQ«[.noi^W fuch..^p?ire^^i:an be pee- 

/«flfo,i/,hBiiri%c^§;WprldiM4»x^ftary,v^ 
ltJrife-4io|»;tfi^-5great an4iii|g|"l?leidsuy gf 
.tfes^vjrf^iij^f dfey.wheiv ^^ tlje i^egj 
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feaed -fetiUci, i^ifld- ti4e-«ftnatufcai-i)fettWfr' sfiRMoM 

featdfCfciCft:-'-' ^- '^ •/•"-J-i 'io bov) -.riJ 
Bufc fat!iie^let 'mtM<AA up td y<ittr^i€(W; 

a wife aii4 *?k«ubas't)fi^ft1igi- Thdo"^lir 
be your pride and glory' m'Chtt dayof yttir* 
health and llrength : — -but in the gloomy 
and melancholy feafon of flcknefs and 
old ag^ntbey. will bet Uie^^^light of- -)^r 
eyes^ r^onA rtiie-co#dklibf'iyour t'^D^'^ 
%iEitg : /Andijfis one*; ?^th >*e«id^ ^i-cSPcil 
you> watahddt»y^.th4i5ciidkibf"f^t^4iel|)>^3 

k'&! iiif|uicy/b£» Sisittiqtlseiyvri ^idi (|>i(»li|t 
dcr^, :iiippovi^ourfk<liAgi^^|tt6{Iir(ift«tii 
dwt pangs qFat(dyitsg)h«f(09 ^aaKl i(ii(^'<')^ff 
dm ihl««^a8e." i-'J 'ob orlw tOiorij *>i Jioi 
But this is not all : the comforts of ibi^ 
(^l%htfultocbn]lic<%oa/Arilh]no{ oe^e>i»3th 
this bounded fcene j they will follow you 
to that" world where love and blifs im- 
« •'' - mortal 



i^ On th€ D^ies of^Parentf.) 

s^i^ytoii inof{4retgn» The wvcpeod father ihall 
a{jp®»r>.with his;;^^^ oiFspfiiig^;. before 
the God of nature, the univ^i^t^ P^ireatj 
a»4i^llh? abk t^^y^ riH<joyi^.,tiQpe,*at 
tfeei ifty: of gen^i^l i«q«fitiop^ 1r Xx) ! afi 
*iitt</efe the ghildrco thou haft given me, 
\hmt I Joft none. */. , : • .; . 

^,. :-, - . . ^' - . . . J- ., , 

V I I ■ . ./ . . - . 4 » - . 

^* Thefc are thy glorious gifts Parent of ^ood *!** 

r^ne wpjfdftiore and Ilhavc don^. .The 
gf^^*?r part of th6ie to whom I; am ptow 
l|«jiting^ jjjLVfe^iftxt^oded thdn/foftcriflj 
carfevibeyonditlj^* limits: x>f.thcirL own ofiw 
fftfeiff '^Xiif lvw»::piliie4 witl^ .ai.paiient's 
miSiilthJf Mptef8:^(H^^ HoMT you hzv^ 
hfhm^ ib tttts i;»^.relatiofi/i lo n^greid not 
tell, let thofe, who doubt, ^^d3fih«>^d: aod 

iuBnt/ifbo yovr; rcTvmrd^ if.itbem. lis any 



♦. John, xviii, o^ f. Milton. 
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truth, 



Qin.4k< Duties: j^:^4rentii it^ 

trudb (afid Sl^yeli^ipo; doles not forbidbif) «:rmo« 
in the delightful hope th^it they who have 
already liniihed their coarff ^ and are m>w 
receivifltg : their rewaifd^ look down with 
kindnefeaivl attentioir 09 ua who are:ftrug-> 
gling with fin, forrow, and infiriiaty;,jif 
this, I fay, may be the cafe, how fliall the 
ardent prayers of the beatified parents af- 
cend to the throne of Heaven, in behalf 
of youy who have fheltered thefe poor 
orphans, " fcattered in the wide world as 
** budding branches, rent from the native 
" tree,'* and (but for your munificence) 
*' thrown forth till they are withered * !" 
—May fuch prayers be accepted, as a 
fragrant odour, by the Almighty Parent 
of the Univerfe, the Source of Infinite 
Goodnefs; and may they defcend upon 
each of you, fraught with a blefling ! 
And in the awful day, when " the 

* Spencer. 

^* trumpet 
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S£iiMON ** trumpet (hall found, and the dead 
** flmll be raifedi -' <Jod of his - infinite 
mefcy grant, that the fentence of final 
bleffednefs may bepafled on thcJfe little 
ones, and on you, their bcnefe<5ters and 
patrons! '^ - » 



SERMON VII. 

ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 

St. LuKE^ chap, 11. vcrfe 51. 

And be went down with them^ and came 
to Nazareth^ and wasfubjeSl unto them. 

At this feafon of the year, when fami- Preached 

at the 

lies are affembled together, perhaps there Afyium, 

1792. 
is no fubjedt on which I can more ufefully 

employ your meditations, than on the 

'great relative duty of children towards 

their parents. In recommending fo weighty 

an obligation to you, I have thought it 

expedient to engage your attention by the 

high example of our bleffed Lord ; who, 

in 



VII. 



1 28 On the Duties of Children. 

SERMON in the days of his incarnation, thought it 
neceffary to be fubjedt to his human parents 
till the moment of his public miniftry for 
the falvation of lofl iinners. He has 
thereby given an illuftrious example of 
filial duty to all mankind : an example fo 
high as to have all the obligation of a 
command. 

All the relative duties of men are ne- 
ceffary to the dignity arid the comfort of 
of fociety: they are parts of morality and 
virtue, becaufe they intend good and hap- 
pinefs by the pureft means : they are parts 
of piety, becaufe they are precepts both 
of the Law^ and the Gofpcl; in both which 
they are thought to be of fach confe- 
quence, that thefe offices are not only in 
general commanded, but even particular 
rules are given for the exercifc of them. 

The duty of children to parents St. 
Paul calls in a more particular manner 

pietyi 
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piety, ^^ let them learn (fays he) iirft to sermon 
^ ffaew piety at home^ and to requite 
•* their parents */' . And the Apoftle has 
certainly good rea£bn for imprefling this 
duty with the mark of peculiar: fanAity. 
The Almighty hath himfelf inftituted an 
analogy between the relationfliip of chil* 
dren towards their parents, and of man- 
kind towards himfelf. Our duty to him, 
and our duty to the human authors of our 
being, are founded upon rcafons very fimi- 
lar ; though in their degree they can never 
be brought into any kind of comparifon. 
God is the firfl caufe; and our parents 
are under him the fecond. God has a 
natural authority over us: as being the 
original Author of our being ; as preferv- 
ing our infancy, informing our youth, and 
providing for our manhood. Our parents 

• I Timothy, V. 4, 

K alfo. 



1 30 On the Duties of Children. 

8ERMo^r ' alfo, in whatever does not interfere with 
our duty to God, have a natural claim of 
jurifdidtion over us; as being, in his 
hands, the inflruments, the laborious, af- 
fe(^onate, anxious inAruments of theie 
benefits to us. 

When, therefore, we are commanded 
to addrefs the Deity as " our Father," 
we muft remember, that the Almighty 
does not degrade himfelf to the level of a 
human relationfhip ; but exalts the human 
relationfhip to the footfteps of his own 
throne. He does not diminifli his glori* 
ous Majefty, but illumines the charad^r 
he here takes with a ray of his own luArc; 
he does not weaken the obligation of duty 
towards himfelf by condefcending to fo 
femiliar a character, but renders it only 
more amiable, ready, and affedtionate. 

And not only is filial duty an obligation 
taught us by religion, by focial policy, 

and 
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and the . more enlightened views of civi- sermon 
lized life; but it is alfo a tie of nature. It 
pervades the animal creation by inftindt. 
It is acknowledged, and is reverenced by 
the fierce Barbarian; it is afferted and is 
pradtifed by the favage cannibal. And if 
there is a country where no • belief in a 
deity can be traced, even there filial duty 
will be found facred and inviolable.. 

From thefe general obfervations I fliall 
nowdefcend to particular jnftances of duty, 
which as good Chriflians, as good citizens^ 
and as good men, we muft all feel our« 
felves called upon to difcharge. 

An elegant writer on this fubjeft makes 
this pathetic appeal. ** Recolle<5l, O 
** young man, what thy parents have 

" done for thee. Remember Vz//, ^//, 

** indeed, thou can ft not: alas! ill had 

** been thy lot, had not their care of thee 

** began before thou couldft remember 

K2 "or 
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SERMON " or know any thing. Now £0. proud, 
^ felf-willed^ inexorable, thoa couldft 
" then only aflc by thy cries, and move 
** them with thy tears; and they were 
** moved. Their hearts were touched 
** with thy diftrefs ; ;they relieved and 
** watched thy wants, before thou knewcft 
^ thine own neccffities, or their kindnefs. 
** They cloathed thee; diou knawsR, not 
^ that thou waft naked. Thou afkedft not 
** for bread; but thcy.fibd thee *."' The 
^tik duties, then, we owe to them :aicJove 
«nd gratitude^ If we arc ourfelv-es parents I 
we may hence learn our duty as ckydhreiL I 
When the infant hangs at its mother's I 
l^reaft, howdoei her foftened heart expand I 
with all the namelefs feelings of ;inaternal 
love 1 -When it feemis to finile m her £icc, 
wftat are the raptures of herion4jcaibdre8! 

. ^ Ogden on thp Ten Comipandmcnts. Serm. ^. 

Day 
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Oaif ; by V day withe wHat delight does Ihe sermon 

. Vila 

trace jeadh . dawning beauty! with what 
amkbtlc 'partiality docs fhe difcover its per- 
fcaionrs I witb what fondnefs does fhe 
dwell upon its lifping. accents ! but if its 
little ifmme is diibrdered^ what Sife the 
throblrings of armothdr's fears. 
. In[.lftating this demand upon our gra- 
titude \y}j^ are to obfervc one circuniftance 
. whicb - cbanfiderably erdiarices it. 'The 
vkiijdridfe fliewn to i»:m the firft period 
of QjBrilive8)has not" been the reward of 
any merit' we po:^fs^^ nor has been 
ibficit^d b^' any appearances of good and 
.sUrddHertdifpofitiDnsi it has been fhewn 
fowatdsJvttS; before there qould be the leaft 
rdawwongrof one or thfi other: it has been 
.die^efuieiof the nioffi difinterefted natural 
aiflfe(3ion 5 aiid thetefore the more power- 
fully demands a return of aflFedtioii. 

I have juft obfervcc^ that we underhand 
K 3 this 
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vn. 
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SERMON this clearly by analogy, wheii W9 fondk 
our own offspring in our arms. r'But with- 
out going up fo highvas the period when 
we have no memory to aflift us, wc caa 
all remember in our childhood inuumera- 
ble inftances of their fond care and affcc 
tion, which have been often tried, bui 
never for a momenta overcome, by the 
moft provoking, capricious, and pervede 
humours. We .can all remcndber,' Ic 
before we could Jiave cdone any thing to 
;deferye it, what an expcnce of carcv ^ 
time, and money '.tfeere has bcieaif^in om 
education. We all. know what . an, an^deij 
and intenfenefs of; thought thert.has licen; 
wba t laboured plans, 'adopted ; whkt . vaii 
:ou8 intcfeils:courted:i8nd pjurfiiedy actd aft 
to pkcAi. us in\,ftations, of vlife': ufefiil, 
honourable, and Juci^vc ; whil? :i?rcj. per- 
haps, had not even the merit of being 
thaokful ;for the: good intended /us;' or 
; ' fubmiflivc 
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fubmiffive to the wife and falutary fyftem sermon 
propofed for us. 

If fuch is the care of parents^ is it too 
much to afk of children that their affec- 
tion fhould be correfpondent ? that they 
£hould anticipate their duty, and obey as 
it were before they are commanded ? Is it 
too much to afk of them, that their obe- 
dience, fhould not only be a filent fullen 
compliance with an authority from which 
they cannot extricate themfelves^ but a 
ready,, a cheerful cpnfent, even in the 
mofl indifferent things; believing that 
parents niean every thing for the befl, 
and a£t from motives of the truefl affec- 
tion ? I am fure that there is not a child 
in this affembly, who does not think that 
he ought to be dutiful on the fimple prin^ 
ciple. of doing as he would be done by. 

Do you, then, wl^o arc fo happy as to 
have parents (and how happy that is you 

K 4 may 
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SERMON ftiay tell, by comparing yourfelvcs with 

poor children who have no parents), go 

from helice with this lefTon, that you can 

have no pretentions to be the children of 

God, that you have hearts formed for no 

generous virtues, unlefs you honour your 

father and your mother, who have a claim 

to it both by right and gratitudte** It is 

your duty (more fefpecially while you are 

young) to comply Witli their incUnations^ 

tvhich are almoft always in your fiivour, 

though you may not be able to undejrlbtnd 

them; and to yield td their judgment, 

which by age, knowledge, and experience 

miift be better than yemrs. To fhew ill 

humours to thofe-^ha are your firperiow 

and beneladtors, to- fhvrart their plans by 

bbftihacy, and to provoke thdir J>affik)ns 

by oppofition; thefe are not miftakcs, 

but criminal perverienefs of difpofition; 

thiy ate not errors, but crimes-,- ef yiottt^- 

»•' ^ which 
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which you will fhed tears for in your oid kmicmi 
zjgQ. AH parents indeed are not equally 
pleafant in their manners towards their 
children ; and it is poiHble that the degree 
pf affecabn may alfo vary: ftill, however^ 
it is your duty to treat theni with refpe<3j 
to bear pioufly with all their infirmities;i 
and if they have defeds, or even faults^ 
to conceal, them more diligently than yon 
would do your own. 

, I have hitherto confidered filial duqr 
principally as .it belongs to our inj^nt 
years. I ihallproceisd in another difcourie 
to confider it» as it relates to . more ad^ 
vahced^ rlife, when we are no longer at- 
tached by neceflity; -but by piety, by 
honour, afiedtion, and gratitude. 
' Before I conclude, iiowex^r, I think it 
my duty tp:iftlbrm thofe thildren, who are 
the objt£ts oi^ this diaritable inftitutioii. 
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SBRifON that, though orphans, they arc not unin-> 
tcrefted in the fubjedt which I have been 
difcuffing. 

It is true (and you are almoft all old 
enough to have a tear for your misfortune), 
that the mother at whofe breaft you have 
been nurfed-— ^^ has been .^untimely 
(hatched away frpm you by the ftroke of 
death; and in her laft moments, 1 when the 
heart was ftruggling againft the pang 
which was to fever the foul from the'body, 
ftill ihe hung upon her dear little ones, 
whom (he left unguarded to buffet with 
the ftorms of theworld. . 
- Deprived of the carefurfolicitudie of a 
mbther, and theamoft in want of a father's 
protection, that alfo you have loft. He 
too hath laid his aching heart ii> the cold 
grave, and his * trembling tongue faintly 
Ufped out a prayer for -his poor, forfaken 
orphans. 

But 
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^ But although you: havii :heen kft on sermow 

the wide. world orphans and fatherlefs, *^ 

yet Goji hath not dcferted you* Behold 

he hath raifed you up. many parents. To 

Ithefe you owe a prefent .comfortable fub- 

fiftence; to thefe, the means of inftruc- 

tion ; and (which is of the higheft im* 

:.portance) tp thefe you arc. indebted for 

the falvation of your immortal fouls. 

. To them th<erefore ysm are. tq transfer 

all that general reverence and gratitude 

)j(tbe^ particular: inftances o£. which cannot 

indeed , be J^m. applied) which, - Und^ 

>ether circpnaftances,. W:QHld[haye be^Ajduis 

Jto your ngfeiral parentis^ - Trtel :fame 'ble&- 

^&g8 atti^n^ upon you^ ^\x\^ $0 your (upo^ 

fj^rs and benefadorSiheriSi .as would jh^ye 

ibelopged^tp.ypu,, hadjaftiQppoftunitjr: feeax 

^afibrdedryottrofteftifying-it tajrour natural 

.parents.^ ; Yx)ur education:: here^ andLiail 

vil I the 
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SERMON rshd means of honeft and comfortable main- 

VII. 

• *'^' !» ■ '^ ^ tenance hereafter, depend upan your obe- 
dience to tl|a^ caire which l^as 1i>een pro- 
videdcfor you ia this houfe of refuge. By 
-obedieiice you .Mfill bepome virtuous and 
-happy, the favountes ,6f God, < and re- 
fpcded by thofe ^fcrith whom' ^ou are con- 
ceded: by diibbadience you will become 
wicked and-ltiiferable; the : outers of 
Heaveli^^^nd die'^ fcorn and d^tei^tioii of 
ihcwoildv L. .. 

:r. Beo riot thcw your bWii Jsnemies ^ and 
Godiwill be yoiit fri^fld, «ft*litf wifl ftisifce 
4«liers your frieildsi'' Expol^ifiW ycmrfolvcfs 
-«i 'tempttattioh^; and chpA.g#ace of <5od 

which other* may oife» «>-3^^ Be good 
iftndf rdiigious j ;^d t^o^ wy$ t^e' cai^ that 
iyott fhall be^ ha^py, Fbi-g^-ftoti-him-; 
littidi never witt^h* forget ot6 bkfe yoa. 

^-^^.^ May 
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May he indeed blefs you! may he make sermon 
you good, ufeful, happy in this world; 
and may he hereafter receive you as his 
children in Heaven ! 



SERMON VIII. 

ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 

EccLES. chap. iii. verfe 12, 13. 

My forty help thy father in his age^ and 

grieve him not as long as he liveth. 
Andifhisunderftandingfaily have patieHce 

with hiniy and defpife him not when tbou 

art in thy full Jirength. 

A FORMER difcourfe on filial duty heacfced 

at die 

was principally direiSed to very young Afyhm, 

1792* 
perfons, who were ftill under their parents 

roof, dependent on their care, protection, 

and munificence. I now propofe to carry 

my rcfledions a little farther, to the time 

when 
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SERMON when children are independent of them as 
to circumftances ; when they are bound 
only by piety, by gratitude, by pait en- 
dearing, afFedlionate rccolle(3:'ions. 

The volume of duties in this flate of 
the relationfhip is certainly not dimi- 
nifhed, but rather increafed, by the abi- 
Kty to make feme return for thofe obliga- 
tions, which have been the foundation of 
our prefent happinefs and profperity. 
Obedience is ftill a filial duty, though 
qualified, and extremely, different, from 
what it has hitherto been. The voice of 
a father has a claim of reverence to the 
lateft hour of his life: but if our own 
folid and impartial judgments, and our 
unavoidable diftind interefts fhould at any 
time forbid us to obey, our refufal muft 
be accompanied with fuch refped, as witt 
prevent it frojn giving a rational umbrage 
to a parent's feelings. 

The 
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I'he filial duties, however, ~ pf our riper ^^^^^^ 
years are generally of a different nature; 
they are duties, rather of afeSlion than 
obedience^ and bear fome relation to the 
kindnefs which, at, a former period, we 
have ourfelves received. ,The conftitu- 
tion,:and the fpirits of advanced age muft 
al\yays be in a degree impaired; and it 
looks for fupport in the attentions and 
endeavours of others, rather than in its 
ownenergieSi If a parent, then, is in- 
cumbered with the world, it will now 
become the province of a child to affift 
him in his worldly concerns. If he is 
languid, it is the cheerful company of a 
child which is to revive his fpirits ; it i% 
filial attention which is to provide and 
encreafe his enjoyments* Our own youth- 
ful fpirits may lead us, perhaps, to a pre- 
ference of gayer amufements j but it will 
be ouc duty, and ought to be our pleafure, 

L to 
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*^|^w to iacrifice the bent of our animal ipirits, 
to the beft and moft dignifying feelings of 
our nature. The manners of old people 
arc generally unfafliionable ; and their 
tempers often become auftere, and even 
oiFenfive, from the lofs of powers, which 
are gone for ever— through the infirmities 
and chronic pains of declining years-^and 
the wear and tear of the mind in a buftling 
life. Yet old age ought to be indulged; 
we all feel that it ought, becaufe we our- 
felves expefl: and ciefire to arrive in our 
turn at the fame period of life, when w 
fhall think it by no means juft to be neg- 
lefted. And from whom fliall the aged 
parent receive that indulgence, whid) 
fliall fupport his reverend head, and gild 
the evening of his days, but from the 
piety of children, whofe feeble infancy her 
has nurfed, and led them ftep by ftep to 
manhood ? 

It 



On the DutieiqfChildrefp^ J47 

tjt Is thediAty^ then^ of children at this se^n 
time to ** double all. tljeir tender afliduitj^ 
*^ to wa«tch and pre^vent their defires, tp 
** catch every precious opportunity to be 
** grateful, with an eager fweet att^ent^oa j 
** of which they will give a thoufand littilp 
** incftir^ahle proofs, which words cannojE 
*^ teachi ^nd not to know is criminal; 
" which jre^uirc no capacity, but ihat itf 
** feelings and are to be upderftood in thp 
" begirt*:' 

There is another duty, which It is ppC* 
fible children, who are fettled in th« 
world, may be called upon to peirfqrm^ 
and which not to perforpi is fo unnatural^ 
that T feel an apology almoft neceflary fqt 
reminding you of it : and that is the main-^ 
tenance ofpf^rents^ if in the fad viciijitvide qf 
/ortune they iink to poverty* Jf my father 
is old, and decr«^pid and poor, yet if I am 
f Ogden on the Tep C^^m^a^iqw^s, Sea^a^oa i& 

L a poor> 
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sfiftMON ooor, I am alfo yourig, and can labour 
For his fupport. But in this age, when 
the arts of getting forward in the world 
are fo well underftood, it often happens 
that while the parentis a needy old man, 
the fon is profperous and making fome 
figure in life. It is an infult to our nature 
to fuppofe it poffible that in this cafe, a 
fori can withhold a liberal affiftance from 
the human author of his being, I can 
imagine (becaufe it has been feen), a man 
fattening on the famine of his fellow- 
creatures, who are unconnedted with 
him but by general ties; but I tan- 
not imagine, that even this man can deny 
fupport to his own father. Were fuch a 
one to build an hofpital, I fhould exped 
the lightning of Heaven to confume it; 
and lamfure it would not quench one 
fpark of that flame, which will hereafter 
burn in his tortured confcience* 

The 
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Thp^rfDaiateijaiice of j)arents, hqwever, sermon 
is. a duty to. which few of you are likely to 
be called.; and if you wf re, which proba- 
bly, none of you would be reluftant toper- 
fprm. > But there are other .marks of. your- 
aifedtion which they will look for from 
yftu, /f, which wealth cannot procure; and 
"« which, if it could, lofe all their value^ 
^* when they are purchafed. Tl^ey will 
^' look for tokens oiyour kindnefs^^ which 
^*. cannot. be received froiji other hands, 
** Their child is ftill the comfort and 
" delight of their dying eyes. You \yiii 
^^ be re.a^l^.Jto aofwerfuch deniands: ,your 
f^ heart ;will corrgfpond with thefe calls of 
'* nature.: you will l?e cj^eerful and^readj^ 
" in the performance pf ^he humbleft and 
** moft irkfome ofl5,cQ5. *•! . 

J have; aU aloujg ,^ecc;^arily fpokeq Jia 



f Ogdeni SeiSiori'X. 
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,sERMow the perfon of one (et; but the moft igno-i 
rant of x^y audience Will naturalty apply 
what has been faid equally to both j nay, 
in rftany cafes, the duty falls with peca- 
liar obligation on thfe fofter feX. 1 fhould 
without hefitation pronounce a nUtn to be 
worthlefs, who is a ftern or c^tfelefs fbfl, 
Biit a waman^ who does not dedicate hex? 
ielf with an eager iiurfing afFeftioA to the 
infirmities of a mother, can never be hcN 
lelf either a good mother or a good wife; 
and will be univerfally thought pf with 
indefcribeable difgiift. 

There arc pthfef fitqations, befides thpfe 
of poverty, infirmity, or old age, where 
j)arents ought 'to derive cohfblaction from 
the attentions '6f a child of riper years i 
e. ^. in the hour pf forroW and aff 
ifedtloh. - Perhaps nliey havc^^ah-eady loft 
one beloved child. It will become the 
.4wty then of the furviyprs to fill up the 

|)ai4fi4 
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painfial void by; redoubled affiduities ; and ^^yjjf* 
to intercept the pangs of recollection, by 
giving no opportunity of miiling any en- 
dearing duty, which was wont to be per-* 

s formed by another. Perhaps the ftroke 
of death has fevered the deareft conrtec* 
tion on earth, and feparated the faithful 
pair, whofe fates, through many years, 
had been united; whofe views, whofe in- 
terefts, whofe happinefs was the fame- 
each the iharer of the other's breafl. It 
is the child, the pledge of once happy 
afFedtion, the mutual darling, who is to 
fill the widowed heart, and to call off the 
agonizing thought from the relentleft 
grave 5 who is to excite ftill one warm 
wifh for life, to^ giVe one relifh to the 
dreg^ of exiftence. It is the child, who 
}s ^o buril the priibn of his parent's for-^ 
rows ; who is to glance comfort and joy 

' upon the darknefs of his foul ; who is to 
li4 be 



viir. 
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SERMON be the faithful, friend, the afFedlionatc 
partner he hath loft. . Pious duty ! and 
if, in the corrupticm^ 6f:the world, a link 
ftill remains, which unites , the foul of 
man. in this prefent ftate to the pure angels 
and bleffed fpirits ;in heaven, this is the 
link of the chain, which the breath of 
hell hath not yet diffolvgd. , 

Thefe are fome of the great outlines of 
filial duty. And if there is an argument 
more powerful than another to enforce 
the practice of them, may God.fuggeftit 
to my .heart ! , 

How read ye in the Scriptures ? <^ The 
^^ eye that mocketh at his father, and 
dcfpifeth to obey his mother, the .ravens 
of the valley fliall pick it out, and the 
yoijng eagles flisill eat it *•" Again ^ 
^f He that forfaketh his father, is z,^ ^ 

J Proverbs, xxx. 17, 

' '[ blafphemer^ 



€€ 



€€ 
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^^ blafphemer ; and he that apgreth his sermon^ 
*^ mothcF, ifi curfed of God*." We 
read that-oiir blefled Lord in his human: 
nature, " went down with his parents,, 
♦^.and was ^fubjed: unto them -f." He,* 
then, whofe example was (o .pointed, will 
fiirely, as /the judge o£:heav.en and earth,; 
require an account of your obqdience tQ it 
atthelaftxiay. J- -i . i, 1. 

Let me appeal to your humanity. Of 
gll the forrowjs, , whether ,fingly . or in one 
calamitousi combination, which can opprefs 
the human heart, a parentis forrows arc 
the moftexquiiitely grievous, Difappointed 
in their deaxeft: and mofl ireafonable hopes, 
the whole wor-ld is a chcerlefs, dreary 
wafte, affording not a folitary comfort to 
mingle with the throbbings of a tortured 
hreaft. Peace, fpirits, health, are ftrangers * 
to the injufed^ bqt ilill fond* parents: 

Ecclus. ill. 16. + Luke, ii. 51. 

and 
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SERMON and it may be, and I fear has been, that 
when the tide of parental aiHi^kioa hai 
iWelled to it$ utmoU magnitude^ the big 
forrow burHs the overcharged heart 
Whoever thou art, O undutiful and difo- 
bedient chUd, beware left, at the gloomy 
piidnight hour, the fad fpe<ftre draws afidc 
thy curtain, and awakens thee wth the 
horrible accufation of being a parent** 
intirdererl 

. Some of you, perhaps, may imaginci 
that in this bold pidure of filial difobe* 
dience I have indulged myfelf in an un war-^ 
ran table latitude of pathetic iidion* But 
whoever thou art, who thinkeft lightly of 
%n undutiful child, thou knoweft not yet 
a parent's feelings. When thou beholdcft 
thine own ofFispring fmiling upon yoo, 
you will then bear teftimony to the extent 
^f that duty, which I have been this day 
recommentiiife And when thou hail fol- 
lowed 
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lowed the authors o^ tby being to the sermof 
grave; and the time corner that thou 
iDofceft for comfort from thine owit 
ehSdi^n^ thou wilt tkeH katHi in thitUI 
own parental feelings, what wafe the e*- 
pedbn, the forrow, thtf difappoifttmeftt 
ofthofe, who are noW lib - more, when^ 
alas ! the time of thy filial duty is pad fof 
ever. ♦* You will recoUedl a thoufand 
** endearments, which before glided off 
^^ your mind without imprcffion ; a thou- 
** fand favours unrepaid ; a thoufand duties 
^* unperformed I and wiflh, vainly wife for 
^* their return, that you may recompenco 
'* that kindncfs, which before you never 
^' under flood. Your crime will now feem 
f* irretrievable ; it i§ indelibly recorded, 
f^ and the ftamp of fate is fixed upon it *." 
May your filial piety prevent you this 
bitter hour ! May every child in this aff 

fembly 
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SERWOH. fertibly- be the child of vil-tue, ,the chad 

VIII. ^ t , , n 

of -Goci.! and UJ^y every parent- pe . bleft 
ivith fuch an offspring I -M^y h^"havc rea- 
^fl/to fejojce-iit the olive branches round 
abaut feis itablej and at thejaft, wjien he 
kaa cun; .Ws..:AI^inted; cpurjG?;. niay he 
^ffead^intQr the grave full of years, jfull 
«!^ljftpoi}rs^,f6ll(>f:p9E(ifprts.!.:> ,.-•■. : 
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SERMON IX. 

ON THE RELATIVE DUTIES OF MINISTER 
AND PEOPLE. 

I Q)RiNTHiANS, chap. iv. verfc i, 2. 

Let a man account fo of us^ as of the minijlers 
ofChriJly and Jlewards of the myjieries of 
God. 

Moreover it is required in Jlewards^ that a 
man be found faithfuL 



Our blefled Lord's defign in the pro- Preached 

^ atThrap- 

mulgation of the gofpel, was to form fton, 

North- 

an iiniverfal church from all the na- ampton- 

fhire, 

tibns of the world, which was to be con- Nov. 29, 

1789, 
tinued on earthy from a^e to age, till, at 

the 
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SERMON the confummation of all things, it ihould 
be completed in one pure^ fpiritual,; and 
eternal fociety in heaven^ For this pur- 
pofe he himfelf appointed the twelve 
apoftlcs, the feventy difciples, and the 
prophets of the New Teftament j whofc 
xniniflry was to be fupplied by a conftant 
fucceflion of paftors and teachers, fet apart 
and qualified to be "miniftew qf Chriil, 
•* and ftewards of the myfteries of God." 
Their office is undoubtedly of infinite im* 
portancc, as te them is comnaitted the 
interpretation of the divine will ; to them 
It belongs to repeat and enforce the doc 
trines of the gofpel \ and to encourage the 
people in their holy profeffion, and in the 
jpraftice of the Ghriftian virtues* As' by 
their zeal and fidelity Chriftianity was firil 
eilabliilied j fo by the fame qualificatiow 
of a ftanding miniftry muft Cljdftiap 
knowledge he pr^fefved^ and by their 

inftrudtion 
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inftrudion muft Chriftian men be ed fied. sermon 

IX. 

If the truft cohfided to the miniftry is fo 
important, their moft eflcntial qualifi- 
cation will fee that which the apoftle here 
mentions, viz. *^ that they be found faith* 
«ful/V 

The fidelity of minifters is of two 
kinds; one belonging to their general 
charadler, as members of a facred order, 
to whofe example the world naturally 
looks up ; and the other belonging to their 
refpedtive offices. 

In the FIRST place I fhall confider the 
general charafter of a faithful *^ fteward of 
<* the myfteries of GoA*' It is required 
of him, that his life fhould be the prac- 
tical comment on thofe fublime truths^ 
and that pure morality, which he incul- 
cates from the pulpit : his private charac^* 
ter, as well as his public miniftry, ihould 

be 
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SERMON be eminently pious and devout ; by which 
I do not mean that his deportment fhould 
be aufterei on the contrary, as religion 
. gives the trueft cheerfulnefs- — the cheer- 
Julnefs of the heart and cdnfcience, fo the 
manners which it fhould infpire are ami^ 
able, cheerful, and engaging. His con- 
verfation and focial intercourfes fhould be 
rigidly moral; and his virtue, juftice, and 
integrity acknowledged in all his concerns. 
His difpofition fhou]d be fraught with 
charity, in the mod extenfivc meaning oi 
■ that lovely virtue. It is, indeed, a fad 
truth, that the very confined incomes of 
many of our clergy (and thofe too, per- 
haps, the moft ufeful and refpedlable 
amongft us), do not allow them to exer- 
cife their charitable difpofitions in larg£ 
. pecuniary afliftance : but charity is an ex- 
tcnfive virtue, and has various methods of 

difcovering 
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difcovcting itfclf: There is charity in , sermon 
judging; charity in cbnfolation; charity 
in friendly and feafonable advice j charity 
in a thoufand namelefs afFedtionate offices^ 
which every day prefent themfBlves in the 
focial intercourfe, and which require no 
other means^ no other qualifications, than 
a truly Chriftian temper, St; Paul admi- 
ftbly fums up the general charader of a 
worthy fleward of God in his exhortation 
to Timothy^ that he be ** an example of 
** the believers^ in word^^ in converlation, 
*^ i;i charity, in fpirit, in faith^ in purity */' 
The SECOND kind of fidfelity required 
lii fteWards^ pertains to their condud in 
their refjiedtive offices in the liiihiftry. 
The prefent octafion requires our confi- 
deration bf only one of thofe offices, viz. 
riiat which belongs to the parochial mi- 

♦ I Timothy, iv. i2. 

M niilen 
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6£RMON nifter. His firft duty is to be cxercifedl 
in this place^ where it is incumbent upon 
him to take care that the whole of the 
public worfhip is performed with becom- 
ing decency, decorum, and fblemnity: 
for it is the coUeded adoration, iiipplica- 
tion, and piety of a whole congregation 
affembled for that purpofe, in the preience 
of their great Creator and Benefa<fbor, in 
the facred edifice, efpecially dedipatcd to 
his fervice. As a pfeajcher, he is to 
confider that he is giving the moft impor- 
tant inftrudion under th^ moft iblemn cb 
cumflancesji he is a fervant under the im 
mediate eye of his Almighty Maften He 
muft confider that the nature of his in 
ftrudions is to fpread apd confirm the 
true knowledge of Go^, and tp enforce 
obedience to his holy will j it is an inilruc- 
tion defigned to make men bettei;and hap- 
pier 
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pier here, and to conduct their fouls to sermon 
the felicities of Heaven hereafter. 

For our condu<9: iii this rel]peftj we 
cannot do better- than feonfulfc St. Paul's 
charge to Titus ; ^* In^o6trinq fhewing 
" uncorruptnefs, gravity, fincerity, f6uhd 
" fpcech that cannot be condemned *;*' 
not putting foj?th purowto ujifounded opi*-^ 
nion^> the efle<is of ouf prfejudicesi paf- 
£onS5 or errors, as the oracles of Godj 
but' bringing every thing we vetttUlre to 
pfop<^ to* you to the infallible ft^datxl of 
the Gofpd. In the 'feibjea of our dif- 
Gourfes we muft never indulge the eiftb- 
tion« of majice, ill humour, or refentt«ent; 
yet, oii the other hand, we niuft: not, from 
falfe delicacy or interfefted motives, be 
fparing of fober admonition and reprobi^ 
as there may be occafioti. We are to win 

* Htus, ii. 7J 8» 

M 2 and 
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SERMON and to urge finncrs to obedience^ by faith- 
fully placing before them the nature of 
the divine promifes and threatenings. We 
are not ** to finooth our tongues" (as the 
prophet fpeaks) at the expence of truth : 
we muft not palliate or pafs over vices 
which are fafliionable and predominant; 
nor muft we, at our peril, in any wife 
** handle the word of God deceitfully */* 
Hear the weighty charge, and moft awful 
refponfibility, whkh the Almighty him- 
fclf has given to his minifters : " Son of 
^^ man, I have made thee a watchman unto 
** the houfe of Ifrael : therefore hear the 
*^ word at my mouth, and give them 
** warning from me. When I fay unto 
** the wicked, thou fhalt furely die ; and 
** thou giveft him not warning, nor 
** fpeakeft to warn the wicked from his 

• 2 Corinth, iv. 2. 

" wicked 
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** wicked way, to fave his life; the fame sermon 

** wicked man fhall die in his iniquity; 

^ but his blood will I require at thine 

^ hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, 

*^ and he then turn hot from his wicked- 

** nefs, nor from his wicked way, he fhall 

** die in his iniquity ;' but thou haft deli^ 

*^ vered thy foul *.'' ^ 

Another very important part of public 
worfhip, is the adminiftration of the fa- 
cratnent of the Lord's Supper. This is a 
holy rite, fo peculiarly facred, of fuch 
immenfe fpiritual benefit and comfort to 
pious communicants, that I fhould think 
myfelf highly culpable were I to withhold 
it from my flock ; and therefore it is my 
intention that, in future, it fhall be admi- 
niftered in, this church much more fre- 
quently than it has hitherto been, and as 

• Ezek. iii. 17, 18, tp. 

M3 often 
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6ERM0N often as you will give me encouragement 
to celebrate ir. 

Thefe are the public duties of a paro- 
chial minifter, to which he will think it 
ncceflary to add others, which are likewife 
of great confequence. Such is the duty 
of catechizing, which is neceflary to in* 
ftruft children in the principles and duties 
of the religion they profefs. Without 
fuch a knowledge of principles, our preach- 
ing, and their hearing, will have but little 
effedlt Under a full impreflion of the 
^eceffity of this part of our duty, it is my 
wilh that children fhould be publicly ca- 
techized during the time of divine lervice 
once in every month. 

Another duty of the parochial minifter 
ig vifiting the fick; a duty which I hope 
ijyone of us are fo negligent as to omit, 
whenever our parifliioners will give us the 
opportunity o^ performing it^ ' If they arc 
, > indifferent 
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indifferent in requiring this office at our sermon 
hands, it will become our duty to ihew 
them of what great concern it is to them. 
I fhall mention but one more paflora) 
duty, and that is, that as the minifter ex- 
horts men generally to avoid all profane- 
, ncfs and immorality, fo it belongs to him 
to difcourage and cheok every inftance of 
it in his parifh to the utmoft of his power. 
The progrefs of irreligion and immorality 
has of late years been truly alarming. The 
example has been, and, I am forry to add, 
is fet by the higher clafTes of people, to 
their great fhame, and to the great injury 
of the ftate of which they are citizens. The 
contagion has fpread, as might naturally 
be cxpe<fted, through the very lowed claffeaf 
amongft us, to the negledt of honeft in- 
duftry, to the ruin of their families, and to 
the diifolution of all decency and fubordi- 
^nation. The inflances of this nature have 
M 4 been 



IX. 



68 On rektfve Duties of Minifler^ &e^. 

lERMON t^een fo glarings as to engage the ferious 
attention of our moft amiable foyereignj 
wl^o about four years ago, ilTued a very wife 
jind falutary proclamation againft vice,pro- 
fanenefs, and immorality. It is the duty of 
every good citizen and fubjeft to aflift in 
carrying the royal pleafure into execution: 
and it i3 more particularly made a part of 
the paftoral duty, as we are enjoined to 
read it at lead four times a year in our 
churches. And this injunction will, in 
future, be QQmplie4 with in this parifh. 

Thus far I have flated tp you the duties 
of tl^e *5 flewrards of the myfterie$ of God." 
Jt becomes tne tp add, that there are fomc 
duties alfo required of the fanctily over 
which they ^re appointed. And here, as I 
feel the weight of the awful charge which 
I have accepted, J cannot but lament that 
it is not in my povvrer to execute in perfon, 
|o conftantly as I could wiih, the duties of 

my 
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my office. It is no fmall happinefs to me, permon 
howiever, that y.our own choice has pointed 
out, and recommended to me, how thofe 
duties may be executed as confcientioufly, 
as I hope they would have been by myfelf. 
Perfonal compliments ill become the dig- 
nity of this cjbnfecrated fpot ; neyerthelefs 
I muft be allowed to fay, that refped: and 
attention is due to that paftor, who mi- 
nifters to you under the influence of no 
private friendfhip or powerful interference; 
but folely on the ground of his own ac- 
knowledged qualifications. 

I mean not to plead for refped: to our 
order ; I afk only for that attention, which 
is , abfolutely neceffary to enable us to do 
our full duty towards you. The fervice 
we are engaged in is certainly an honour-* 
able one, and entitles us to fome regard 
for the fake of him, whofe commiflion we 
f)ear. ^* We are-' (in the words of the 

Apoftle) 
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sf^RMON Apoftle) " ambalTadors for Chrift, as though 
God did bcfeech you by us : we pray 
" you, in Chrift's Head, be ye reconciled 
"toGodV* 

The duty of hearers is, in the firft place, 
to reverence the Sabbath, by attending 
conftantly the ftated opportunities of pub- 
Jic worfliip and inftrudtion. How ncccf- 
iary this is to the glory of God, and the 
ialvation of your own fouls, you cannot 
but be fenfible, as you call yourfelves Cbrif- 
tiuns : and, as members of the community, 
you cannot but acknowledge the good ef- 
fedts of example on every order of men. It 
is from the violation of the Sabbath, that 
men's hearts are hardened to commit thoie 
crimes and depredations of which we all 
complain, and which therefore fill our jails 
with crowds of unhappy wretches. And 

* 2 Corinth, v* 20. 

if 



. 
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if we attend thefe miferable creatures at the «iRMoir 

IX. 

the fatal tree, in the hour of their agoniz- 
ing penitence, we fhall find that they all 
afcribe their villanies and puniihment to 
the mif-fpending this facred day. 

And when you are afiembled in this 
place, let me exhort you to attend with 
minds free and difengaged; with compofed 
thoughts, and a religious difpofitipn, under 
a fenfe of the great purpofe for which yon, 
are afiembled under the eye of God. 

The time will not allow me to confider 
the duties incumbent upon you, as pa<- 
rifliioners, fo fully as I could wifli, I muft 
therefore content myfelf with tracing the 
mere outlines of what, I am fure, you will 
think neceflary to do in fupport of your- 
minifter's good intention. 

As i* is my wifli, that the public wor- 
ihip ihould be performed througbdut with 
dignity and decorum ; fo, I trufi, you will 

take 
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$£RMOK take care that the plgce of this worfliip 
{bould be neat and decent. While job 
labour to make your own habitations con- 
venient and comfortable, you will not 
, ihew fuch difrefpedl and indiiierence to the 
Almighty, whofe houfe this is peculiarly 
galled, as to fuffer it to remain ruinow 
and flovenly. 

As I fh^U encreafe the opportunities of 
your aflembling at the Altar of Chrift, I 
truft that you will gladly embrace thefc 
opportunities of commemorating a dyingl 
Saviour, and fealing to yourfelves the bci 
Befits of his precious blood. 

With refpea to all profancnefs and 
immorality, I hope there is no occalion 
exhort you to check every inftance of it 
in yourfelves, and to difcourage it in all 
about you. The bcft means of doing this, 
is by bringing up all, whom you have an 
ipfluei\9e over, in the flridMbj.ts of reli- 
gion 
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gion and virtue^ I fhall therefore take the sermon 

^ JX. 

liberty of recommending two things to you, 
which I have very nearly at. heart. The 
firfl is, th^t you inflruA your children and 
fervants in the catechifm, and that you 
bring them to church to receive themfehes 
the advantage, of public catechiiing, afid 
to fhew a ufeful example to others. The 
other thing, which I beg moft earneftly 
to recommend to you, is the eflablifhment 
of a Sunday fcbooL The education of thefe 
feminaries is well adapted to the humble 
fituations which the fcholars are probably 
deftined^ to ; they who are now vagabonds, 
and engaged in the fad paths of infant vice, 
are trained up in the habits of religion and 
decency ; and, inftead of turning out idle, 
diforderly, and, nufances to fociety, will 
probably grow up in the obfervance of the 
Lord's day, and become honeft, induilri- 

ous. 
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SERMON ous^ happy^ and ufeful in their feveral 
flations *. 

Finally, brethren, let me cxhoit youtt 
brotherly love, more particularly in tk 

♦ In confequencc of my recommendation, two Sid 
day fchools have been eftablifhed in the parifh, whic 
are now amongft the moft flourifliing and beft rcgo 
lated in the comity; «id, highly to the credit of tk 
inhabitants, arc fu]()pOrted by very libend fubfa^ 
tions* The parifhioners are encouraged to this fiA 
fcription (and, I trufl, the fame encouragement viS 
more and more encreafc), by finding the face of tin 
Sabbath day entirely altered amongft them. Bdai [ 
the inftitution of thefe fchools, the poorer childrc 
fpent their Sabbath in the ftreets, or wandering abal 
the fields, idle, ragged, and diforderly. Mo isA 
thing is any longer obfcrved : they regularly ittci 
the church twice a day; their parents exert themfeli^ 
to fend them clean and neat j their progrcfs in tk 
catechifm, which before they had not the leaft kno^ 
ledge of, is aftonifhing ; they are more rc(peaful t» 
their fuperiors^ and arc more orderly and decent 
throughout the week. 

profeffion 
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profefllon of our religion, I apprehend, sermon 
that in this, as well as moft other pariflies, 
your fentiments are not unanimoufly the 
fame with refped: to forms, at lead of re- 
ligion. But let us all, of all perfuafions, 
remember, that we have but one Saviour, 
and one hope : let us therefore make reli- 
gion the band of harmony, but never the 
occaiion of difunion. I pray God that 
you may all ** dwell together in unity, as 
" becomes the fervants of fo mild and 
" benevolent a Mafter ; paying all due af- 
*' fedlion and refpeft to each other ; treat- 
** ing the aged amongft you with reve- 
•* rence ; the young with gcntlcnefs ; the 
*! weak with compaffion; and the intern- 
'* peratc of our own, or other perfuafions,. 
^f with candour and pity. That when, by 
V the appointment of Almighty God, we 
" fhall be fummoned out of this world into 
*' a better, we may go down' to the grave 
:. : *'in 
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SERMON. ** in peace and brotherly love^ and wake 
to the fruition of cndlefs joy and hap- 
*' pinefs/' 

" A new commandment (faith our 
** blefled Lord) I give unto you. That ye 
" love one another > as I have loved you, 
" that ye alfo love one another. By this 
** fhall all men know that ye are my dif- 
** ciples, if ye have love one to another *." 
My brethren, in the fifuation I am 
about to ftand in towards you as minifter 
of this pariftii I have thought it neceffary,! 
en the firft occafiori I have of meeting 1 
you, to ftate what you on one hand h^ve i 
right to exped: from me in the funaion of 
myminiftry; and what, I hope^ as pa- 
rifhioners, you will not deny to me on thd 
other, in fuppof t of my paftoral exertions. 
The fituation of a paftor to his flock is i 

* John, xiii. 34, 35. 

^•' moft 



' 072 relative Duties' ofMiniJieVy . ^c% 17^ 

moft fokmn and weighty charge ; and if sermoi? 
the miniftcr is fincere, and the hearers 
attend with pious difpofitions, I will add, 
that there is lio fituation in which one 
man can fland towards fociety^ which is 
more endearing and afFedionate*- It., is 
iiere that the mind is taught to lay aiidc 
its turbulent and uneafy paffionsj it is here 
that the bold and noble principles of juf- 
tice, integrity, aijd truth are enforced ; it 
is here ,that the fineft^ and purefl feelings 
of the heart, — ^love, benevolence, good- 
will are called forth, improved, and di- 
rected to an amiable and profitable prac- 
tice;; it is here that the only remedy, the 
only alleviation of every forrow is ^efFec- 
tually propofed; and it is here, that when 
difgufted, vy^ith the worldv^nd worldly con- 
cerns, we are ready to fay " I loath i*^ I 
f * wpuljd rjtot liver ^al ways * /' when the 

* ^ Job, vii. 16. : • ^'' ' 

N decaying 
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SEUton decajring body is ready to return to hs 
earth, it is here that anotlicr exiflence*- 
the realms of eternal felicity a!rc unfoMcd 
to the tfcary foul : in fliort, it is here that 
*weare made acquainted with and prepared 
for iMNfORTALiTY. What fliall hereafter 
be the fkte 6f other connexions is uncer- 
tain; bat this, when the tongue whkh 
now fpeaks to you is to this world for ever 
filent, and the ears of thofe ivho hear 
me, aret^lofod in the grave, this connec 
tion ihaSIl not be diflblved with our mortti 
frame; but, when the laft trumipet fliall 
"awaken us from the fleep of death, to 
render an account of our conduft before 
the judgement-feat of Chrift, we fhall 
again meet in a new and awfiil fituation; 
I to account for my fidelity, and you for 
your improvement. 

At that day, as thou, O Ahnighty 
God! wilt judge thy ftewards, not ac- 
cording 
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cording to the extent of their abilities, sermon 
but by the faithful application of fuch as 

/ they have (however mean) to thy glory 
and fervice ; O may I hear thofe blefled 
founds, " Well done, thou good and faith- 
*' ful fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
** Lord I* and may this, thy family, re- 
cieve the happy fentence, ** Come ye 
** blelTed children of my Father, receive 
'* the kingdom prepared for you from the 
** foundation of the world/' Grant this 

. O merciful God! for Jefus Chrift's fake. 
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SERMON X, 

ANNIVERSART SERMON AT THE A^STLUM. 

St. JoBN, chap. xzL latter part of the 15th rerfc. 
Feed my lambs. 



These words arc part of the charge Preached 

at the 

delivered by our Lord after his rcfiirrec- Afyliuii^ 

on the 

tion to Peter, and are the more important, AnniYcr. 
as they contain his laft inftru£tioas for the May 19^ 



care of his church, and are reputed with 
unufual eameflnefs. ' Our Lord's com- 
mand was principally of a fpiritual nature; 
but as it related to an infant church, at 
prefent imperfectly eilabliihed, and fubjeA 
to die moft furious ftorms of pcrfecutioo, 
N3 his 
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SERMON his benevolent intention was probably not 
confined to one branch of duty, but em- 
braced all the wants and neceflities of its 
members, ^li^eQ a- ChFlftiift frtfFers, all 
Chriflian men are called upon for his re- 
1iefc* ' ifruiwhen '^6vtx^\ hegle^ 6\ ife- 
fertion almofl; impel the infant members 
of btii* tjRiircfr tb ttoiiriy 6f life llft^orthy 
' of that religion .into, which they were 
baptized ; when no^ teacher is at hand to 
enlighten their dark ignorance, with the 
• knoWled^ of God^ and his kws> cv^th 
-dirittaovtdbdgebf sL&iviour, aiAddmlion- 
«llkioM of their ^katioi^; theft ihe cimi« 
' ihand 13 indifpeiifable upon us to exhort, 
:(iMiiU(k»,ji72^ totbe r^dcdy, to fked> tfaefc 
-fcunfasi^th natuhi! food, that tfa^ «Miy 
be {>reikar«d to rebexDs the bread of btennl 

:■ lifci--=:.i • . 

'^ Hlhidaty oFeliarity is fi*eque»t^ite«i« 
ji»k4 and well uiukrftood} I Aiil: cll«yt- 

for:^ 
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fore, at prefent, rather give the heads pC 5£*mpi< 
{bm^motivef to, thisi duty, thaij enlarge Vryr-rf 
and iofii^ upon th^m. 

!• It is the co9\mgnd of God, kid down 
in every page of his wor4» and urgefi undeir 
ev^cy fprm of his reUgion. It is to he 
found in the nfotlv^s which brought down 
our bkfi'^d Redj^ena^r from the glories of 
his. Father in Heaven, tp heoocfi^ pi^ oa 
earfh. Throughout his life .it was hi^ 
moft bright and diftinguiihing ^H^U^S 
ihedding bleffings upon all wh,o came 
within its reach ; more invalu&hlp than 
the light and heat which f^ll ifoip, the 
glorious fun in the firmaippnt: it was the 
^vine^ precept which flowed fjrpnpi his 
lip$, and is n)a4e the leading co94^tioj[i 
of our juflificatipfl b/ef^re the fhypi^e pf 
hij?J9dgeq3ientat.thelafl:day. \ 

II. It is the temper of heaven, of 

which we all hope to become jm«fnbers, 

N 4 when 
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ti^uo^ wlien the church is diiTolved on earth. To 
ufe the words of an -elegant ivritcr, in 
that ** place where vanity and competi- 
^* tion aire forgotten for ever, we fhall find 
*' a cup-' of cold vi^er given for tKc -relief 
^ of -a ^oor brothef-f ^ prayer uttered for 
*' the mercy of -God to -thdfe whom w 
'^ want power to relieve|a word oif inftruc- 
**^ion to ignorante ;» a fmile of coMfbrt to 
^ mifcfy, of more avail than allthofc 
*^ accotiiplifliments -which confer honour 
^' and'diftindlion amongfi the fons of 
•^ folly*" ■ ' : - 

in. It -18 laying up treafures> where 
tieitfaer nioth nor raft doth corrupt, above 
'i!he S^iciflitudes of- fortune, arid, beyond 
t^^'R. the defolating grafp of death; fec^re 
againft* the hour When we fhalj launch 
into that ftatfe, - where^ nothing will rccnaiii 

- * "Joliiifen's Sermon ^it the death of hi&rwifc; .. 

- • v'^- with 
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with us but wharW'teve'gi\^en^w^y! ^Rmc^w 

' * • •■ ' • . . '*• 

** In that day (iaith thdfitne pious nathofi 
^ wha hath before this eifpcrienced the 
** truth of his dodlrine) when the fhadbw 
*' of death fliall compafs him about/ 4nd 
•*allr theS^aftities of the t^rdrld fhaH*^6 
^* away ; 'tirheh all the c6mf^ts of tH^ 
""^ life fhiall forfake him,* -when plediri* 
*** fliall no longer delight^- hor power^o- 
**'te<a him: in^ that dreadful hour,"ffiali 
'^•^^the nkn, whofe care-ha^Vcen ektciidca 
•*^to the general happinciS of mankiAd^ 
^ whofc charity has refciicd'fickhefs fi*6m 
•^-the- grave, and poveity frorti the-diifei- 
-*' geoh; who has heard the ^groans -of Ihc 
-^ aged ftruggliftg with ifeiisfortiines,- and 
-^thc cries^ of infinW^kngaifliin^ -with 
'** hunger; finJd favour in the; fight of the 
••^ great Authofr^of fociety? ^d his rec6mi. 
^* pence .ihall iJoV u|)cm^:hifla from the 
^ fountain of merqy : hefball ftall^ with- 

** out 
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fUMON ** out fear on the brink of life y and 

•' into eternity, with an bumble confidence 
^of finding that mercy» which he has 
f* never denied *•*' , 

IV. Charity ia a fecial and . political 
yirtuc: it promotes honefty angl integrity, 
|rf weakening t^e ftrong temptations of 
poverty, nake^neis,' hunger, and negled. 
•• Feed me with food convenient for mej 
•'JcJft I be poor aijid ileal, and take the 
/* name of my God in vain \y It is too 
iiui a. truth, tibat men, who have enough, 
j£nd temptation to break through tbfi I 
ibri(3;nef$ of virtue an4 honour to get" 
more : furely, dien, the temptatipn muil 
be incomparably ftronger to thpfe, who 
literally have noticing; w)i9 ftarve for 
want of daily bread i and fe? all that i& 
.dear and valuable to th^m periflung for 

* Tayioc^s Sermwis, voLi. p. 'S^. 
fPfOTerbs, szK. %i ^ 

want 
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tiv^i€^Jiia4tore'ft-(biiimatiiQiil:e|iance; Let «BiuuMr 
tf0 thfen todiavqur iojiiemedy the evil of 
^I^KdatioiKi^: bjF diminifhing, the. fererity 
of £f);re&^ indlet us guard our property 
fey ihewklg- that we are worthy to CBJoy 

THeit ^|^Qrsd tholes Ixx charity it is 

tfty cheerful duty to appiymwe poftidf- 

'fefly to the purpofe qf this bdnevolcnt in- 

tUtuno^^oa Whpfe ahnual coimnenbdrat- 

60^ tile ^t ikMt aflembledw . And if ever 

-H fnah fjf)dk« S^ th^ eameftnefs and fimja** 

i!%^fhiis Inearth in a sieall founded upcm 

^fid#tedg«iy es«^perte»ce and convi^ipiv^ 

-Witibt that seal and that fincerity do I;nDW 

fpeak b(efQiie you in the h<»i& of GoA^ in 

bit prefetice, who minutely examines nao- 

tiW&and t^on^. 

Bat tvhiJe I plead for thefe poof^or- 
^^ans, wll(^ under God, depend upon their 
'«iore epulewt fetlow-ci^atiires for ilieir 

daily 
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^akM6K .daily bread, Itet it not bo'underitOQd that 
. i film tip^ all charitable good 'loSo : qi];c k<- 
ftance, and tiiat I allow bni UtAle.compdU 
lutiyc merit to other inftitutio^of ] bene- 
^cent intoDlion, . . Whca l/bonfidcr. 4 naj. 
tional provifion for the poor, however^it 
inay hai^'itscitaperfeAioisip rw^ . I* ¥iew 
-thc-krge provifion made fbfc riunurihg tl*c 
-ihfint mind^ ivJieh>^ ihx oner^place^ :\ be^ 
4ioid: the neat and hdfpitabk. p^ iwhich 
-^^rowsiopen xts.:^t^j. like {he ppol gf 
-fifitheida^ Ton the ficlcy'jtl^ ftjai&Q^j a^d 
fidic woman ;ln ;thc painfujihQwr rOf her^tafa- 
•vail; whcn.Ilec: ooe>5chari<y;!Qfl?uiqgthc 
vagmnt poor^^om- «he#: otih^cwHe * inevt- 
f ial^y jdeftriiSlioh'. df hercditaiy'i«ito>; and 
• another invitin^^ likcithe SaxieurJof «iin- 
kind, the weary and heayy.l^^pi.affiHij^g 
-repentance by prote^ftidn, toolfoli^jtiQii, 'and 
.inaintcnance; ah4 holding- ajul^ tJwJ bleiTed 
:«rt!icipation. Qf:'Jthe\mar6y af:>Heaveji • in 
V* ^^ this 



, 
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thisf^'b#ight iceiW of gittiy to Gttd^ ar«l ittiwon 
goo4*wiU "towiards in€n>- 1 forget the de^ 
pfavity of ourhatttre^p^T'dCnoA fbr^^ 
maa iis fallen i ^d ^onfider thefe works 
of love as^ thd-l)tobficiiAg fruir of' F^ailiie', 
^ which adorned the ftate ol'^lhAtiVkin^ 
icehce $ whkh ahgels delighted to'g&i^ bponb 
aikd even the Almighty cof\teiJlp|ated as his 
^vourite-creatioiU' - , » ' 

:*;.^«^ Maiy daughters/' ^IdiKing-Lemue]^ 
•^'have doncr^viiftioufly/'-but I will iiW: 
^d, in^vouf of the Afylum, ** Thou ei- 
>:<j4llefl: thein all^." I contend only for 
eqoal nlierit in our defign> both on the 
gi^und of advantage to the community, 
andhumaae relief to a fpecks <A diftrefs 
which is the nioft helplefs and complh- 
K9if^^ .'..! •..:.-•■ .. ^ \ . ' ' . 

Weconfiderfit as a ibcial good; 4becau£b 



If^e beftow edttoitiofi z^A mdltu^ipn Is 
maJc€ thofe ^eful o^mb^rs of th^-ft^ 
who^wottJfi otherwifc fee vmp^dvgcx^pj^ i9 
it. They rwho h»ye jqq gttidea q£ tlttir 
.^iy years, q«ii hardly i>$ iaid to kisow tb 
diffejfcjicc bctwewgpQd.jind e^viJU Uavinf 
j|M> fMrificiples of religion and virtite i^ifBHcd 
into thencb they will naturally &iknfi tlic 
vicious example of thofpabQUt thjensu Jf 
they are hiyigjy, theywm i^fe the moft 
CQQipeadious ;met|bDd of /f^ii^ing -tk 
pravingsiof nat!LU?e> by taking from aop^^r^ 
Jf their paiHons foliqit them, what ]uii4 
aionitoris to r^^mn ^m ivom itkie mpi 
abandonisdi vicious Jinitad, and eKceffiiap 
^rati^pajt^a c^.them^.Alld6veo\a^^ 
Jthat the i^tural power of conihience is inot 
annihilated by early oppofite habits $ -fgi^ 
withofit ajmowfedge of nhe^aroild^.' with- 
out the knowledge of any ufeful occupa- 
tion, without a ftdendf^fow^are theie wan- 
dering 



deriftg lambs to employ die natural noticoi *5Wmjp» 
of ri^ht and wrong, to the piarpofcs of h6«» 
Tiourobk and induftrious life? IDhe Htmst 
argument, which binds a parent to educate 
his chil^n, proves the ^aeceiEty and uti- 
lity of educating the poor: ift. To teach 
<heni ifound fw^incipfes, that they may be- 
come good and virtuous, above the allttre«« 
tnents of vice, above all temptations Xo 
<iifhonour tfaemfelvcs, their nature, and 
'^eir God : atKl> adly^ that <they may be 
qualified in tfhe means of procuring their 
own maintenance and comfort; and for 
the reciprocal good and happinefs of the 
community they live in» 

Again; we ^aniiwcr a 'valuable purpofe to 
the ftate in the pwvention of crimes* It 
is an important <{aefbioiiin>the>conftitution 
and progrcfeff Aticty, ffow atfe*crim«is 
to be extirpated? llie legiflatttw hatii 
hitherto fallen :apo(i4io other n^thod rhan 

by 
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SERMON by punifhment : but this is inadequate to 
the dcfign J bccaufc the moft fcvcre exe- 
cution of j'uflice does not appear to di- 
ihinifli the number of offenders. The rca- 
fon is this, becaufe punifliment carries with 
it no conviftion; in itfelf it proves no more 
than this, that he who punifhes, has more 
power than he who fteals. And therefore 
punifhment, where the confcience and un- 
^derflanding have no other means of being 
awakened to a fenfe of guilt, will operate 
with but very few" to deter, and with moil 
men, only to make them more fccret and 
artful. 

Upon principles both of humanity and 
religion, it is more defirablc to prevent, 
than to punifh crimes \ and if punifliment 
is found to be comparatively ineflfedhial, 
it will be more defirable upon principles 
of policy alfo. What then are the pre 
ventive means which we propofe? the 

nurture 
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nurture of the youthful mind in good sermon 
principles; and furnifhing it with the 
means of fubfiftence by the ufeful arts. 
Experience proves the efficacy of this plan: 
for go to the prifons^ and examine the de« 
fcription of felons, and you wijl find them 
to be in general involved in a ftate almoft 
of brutal ignorance ; while the number of 
thofe, who have had fuperior advantages 
of education, bears no kind of proportion. 
The former become objects of punifhment^ 
in the darknefs of ignorance, almofl with- 
out knowing that they have committed a 
crime; and by an inevitable path mufthave 
perifbed by difeafe, by hunger, or the hand 
of juftice. 

And if in the courfe of huma^ events 
there is to any human being a lot of in-> 
cvitable deftruftion unavoidable, it muft 
have been to the objeds now before you, 
withoyt the benefit of this Inftitutiom 
O They 
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sfcA^MON Tfeey We dcfertcd children, having no na- 
tural ckim on earth, not even a patx>chial 
proledlion, poor as it is : they are aliens, 
takep up perhaps by a ftranger, who is at 
fati litferty to abandon them again to the 
wide tfWidi* When they are received into 
this hoafe of refuge, they are as ignorant 
and untaught in every thing good and ufe« 
fui, as at the hour of their birth. If thus 
friendlefs, and <hus ignorant, they are left 
to wand**- about the ftreets of a vaft city, 
what muft be the almoft unavoidable con- 
fequence ? On one hand, recblleft their 
youth, helplefs and unfufpefting ; their 
fex delicate and tender ; perhaps tob Avith 
perfonal beauty, the indifcriminatc gift of 
heaven, from the palace to the cottage. 
On the other hand, recoiled the almoft 
Countlcfs numbers who are vigilant, art- 
ful depredators on the charms of unguarded 
innocence 5 fome to fatisfy theinovv^ rapa^ 

cious 
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cious dcfires, and others as the bafe pan- sermon 
ders of wealthy profligates. To their own 
fex, this muft be an argumeot gf irrefift- 
able force. They know that even good 
principles, good education, parental pro- 
ted:ion, and the pride of charafter, are 
not always fufficient to guard them from 
the tendernefs of their own hearts, and the 
wiles of the feducer: how much greater theu 
Jnuft their danger be, who have had no 
principles or inftrudion inftilled into themi 
who have no parents to caution or proted: 
them, and who have additionally the com- 
puLfion qI the moft urgent want to receive 
the wretched bread of infamy. 

What are the means by which we pre- 
vent this dreadful miichief ? We take their 
infant years under immediate protedtbn^ 
till the mind is fui&ciently ej^panded and 
informed to guide itfelf. We teach them 
to avoid wickednefs,' not from fev> but 

O 2 from 
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SERMON from principle: we inculcate the roM 
objedtion to fin, that it is contrary to the 
will of God : we fliew the inconvenience 
and miieriest of it even in this world ; odiI 
the fad confcqucnces of it in that whid 
is to come: we inftruft them in the beautj 
of piety and virtue, and fhew them tlk 
advantages of it here ; that it is blefTed bj 
God, applauded by angels, and approved 
by men: and we unfold the blifsful rewards 
which are trcafured up for it hereafter. 
We teach them againft the hour of temp- 
tation to refift it, not on the flavifli argu- 
ment, that they will be turned out of a 
fervice, fent to a prifon, and feverely pu 
nifhed: but we give them principles to 
enable them to overcome it on a more 
folid and ingenuous mode of reafbning, 
** How can I do this great wickednefs 
^ and fin againft God, againft my own 
♦* foul, and againft my neighbour?*' With 

th« 
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this religious and moral nurture of the sebmon 
mind, we moreover inftrud: them in the 
means of getting their bread honeftly and 
ufefully ; for when we tell them not to 
fteal^ we teach them alfo how to work. 

Our next enquiry will naturally be into 
the fuccefs of what, I hope^ you will allow 
to be our laudable endeavours. ^^ Let us 
^' contemplate the beautiful pidture that 
^^ is now before us. Behold benevolence 
^^ furrounded by her attendant virtues^ 
^^ adminiftering to the necefiities, and cuU 
^^ tivating the minds of thefe happy chil- 
** dren: temperance prefides over their 
^' meals; humility clothes; induftry in- 
^' ftrudls; and modefty adorns them: thefe 
^^ are the matrons that fuperintend; thefe 
*' are the guardians that watch over and 
" prote<a them */• Behold them affem^ 

* Sn FranckUo's Anniverfitfy Sennon* 

O 3 bled 
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^tRMON bled in the houfe of God: — It has been 
iaid, that ^^ fuch a numerous choir of in* 
^ fantSy chaunting the praifes of their 
^* Almighty Bcnefa^r, affords the moft 
** heavenly refemblance upon earth of an 
^* hierarchy of angels glorifying God on 
'••highV 

Look forward to their behaviour in fer- 
vice I aiid how valuable a feminary of that 
nature this charity is, admits of the moft 
unequivocal proof. I might appeal to 
very many in this affembly for the proof 
of my afTertion, who are ready to declare, 
that all which they expedted from the ob« 
jeds of fo pure an inftitution^ has been 
completely anfwered} many, who continue 
their countenance and benefodion to this 
charity, from their own experience of its 
defigns being anfwered in the' orphans 

* Ht. MarkbamSi Anltfverfary Sertnoi^ '■ 

under 
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under their own care: and I ought to add, sermon 
that there are not ^ few who have more 
than once repeated the experiment without 
diiappointment *. , ; -^ " 

But pijie proof w^ haye .of the fucce^fs . 
of our endeavours, which is eafy to every 
uijdf:rft^ifidi©g, and convincing to the moft 
incredulous; a proof which many, whom 
I am now Speaking before, have oftei^ wjt- 
neffed with delighted Ijiearts : I mean the 
almofl: monthly fight of young women re* 
turning, ^ter a fevcn years appreinticefhip, 
with fatisf^<5^:ory teftjmonfels of e^jemplary 
conduft, to offej- up folemn and public 
thanks, in the face of the congregation, 
for the mercies they have hitherto re(?eive4» 
When at this delightful fpedacle it is coji- 

• Amongft many other inftances, a' lady of high 
rank, who has had two orphans apprenticed to her, 
aflurcd me fdme time fince, that they were by far the 
beft feryahts (he had ever received iato^her £uhily^ 

O 4 , fidered^ 
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SERMON fidercd, what they would have been but 
for this houfe, and what they now arc, 
judgment applauds wh^t humanity began ; 
and not to aflift in carrying to a greater 
extent fo glorious a work, is not only a 
want of benevolence and religion, but it is 
a defedt in patriotifm, and a defertion of 
the common good. 

Upon the whole, what arc the advantages 
which we hold out to the community ? 

ifL As far as our inftitution gbes, we 
diminifh the number, of female profligates^ 
who, in the metropolis and its neighbour- 
hood, bear a proportion to the whole fcx, 
which I dare not mention. When, there- 
fore, we (belter a female orphan, in her 
moft dcfencelefs years, in her greateft 
diftrefs, and, perhaps, at the decifive mo- 
ment of her life, we, in all probability, 
prevent one from adding to the number« 
The villany of our fex is generally the 

caufe 
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caufe of profligacy in the other j but the sfeRMON 

x» - 

injured female returns the niifchief upon 
fociety, to the whole extent of her allure- 
ments; which are fometimes flrong enough 
to tempt even the hufcjtnd from his con- 
jugal fidelity^ and, in numberlefs cafes, 
fpread vice, difeafe, and ruin amongft the 
young and the giddy. We may confider 
then this houfe like Noah's ark floating 
upon the waters, as preferving a few fouls 
&fe and unpolluted from the torrent of 
diflipation and vice, which overflows the 
world : as a little Zoar *, to which they are 
led by the Angel of God, that their fouls 
may live. Remember, therefore, that in 
preferving one woman in the paths of de- 
cency, chaftity, and virtue, you may iavc 
a fon, a relation, a friend, or a fervant 
from the fafcination and ruin of her vicious 
blandishments. 

* Genefis, xix. ao. 

adly. We 
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RMON adly. Wc prepare for fociety a fuccef- 
fion of faithful and induftrious fervants. 
Trained up in veftal modcfty, in habits 
of regularity, induftry, and deceqcy, amidft 
good examples, and ailiduous inflrud):ion,| 
they are prepared to become valuable do- 
meftics of virtuous families. How much 
of the peace and comfort of families depend 
on this neceflary part of their eftabliih- 
ment, it is unneceiTary for me to ppint out 
\ will fay only in our own favour, that as 
the objeds of this charity are unacquainted 
with vice, children will not be corrupted 
by their bad examples : inftru<fted in alt 
the reafons, motives, and principles of 
virtue, they have no temptation to pilfer 
property ; and bred up in humility, they 
arc unlikely to be turbulent and infolent 
This \% their general charader, with ex- 
ceptions wonderfully few, confid^riog the 
depravity of human nature, which we 

know 



Annrotrfary Sermon at the Afylum. ^03 

know will fomctimes baffle every effort of sermon 
care, education, and difcipline. And I 
muft take leave to add, that were the hu- 
manity and the wifdom of heads of fami- 
lies uniformly exercifed in a judicious, ten- 
der continuation of the defigns and treat- 
ment of this houfe, thcfe exceptions, fe\y 
as they are, would be greatly diminifhed. 
3dly.- Admitting that we fave thefe poor 
children from the otherwife certain path 
of vice, we are auxiliary to the encreafe 
of national population. From induftrious 
and ufeful fervants, they will become ex- 
emplary wives and careful mothers. A 
blefled refledtion, that inftead of wander- 
ing about the ftrcets, nufences to fociety, 
and degrading to human nature, they be-^ 
come in the llru<3:ure of national morality,=^ 
like the poliflied corners of the temple, 
the fource of domeftic comforts, orna- 
ments of honourable marriage, and rejoic- 
ing 
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SERMON ing in a blooming offspring. Of fuch a 
woman Solomon faith, ^' the heart of her 
*^ hufband doth iafely truft in her; (he 
^^ will do him good, and not evil, all the 
« days of her life. She will look well to 
** the ways of her houfehold; her children 
** will rife up and call her blefled :" for 
'V though favour is deceitful, and beauty is 
^ vain ; yet a woman that feareth the Lord 
*• fhe (hall be praifed ♦." 

Hitherto I have addrelTed you in behalf 
of our charity as citizens of the flate« 
And long as I have already detained you, 
here perhaps I ought to flop ; but were 
my owo child already deprived of its 
mother; and myfelf approaching to my 
lafl hour, my dying breath (hould be ex- 
haufled in pleading with thofe I mofl 
valued to prptedt its bereaved infancy. 

Proverbs, juud, ii^ 12, 27, 28, 30. 

Putting 
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Putting myfelf then into the fituation of a sermoh 
departing parent, I muft conjure your 
bounty, for thefe orphans, by yet warmer 
motives than thofe of common good — ^the 
motives of humanity. Confider their in- 
fancy, how feeble and how helplefs it is \ 
Man, though in his adult ftate he is 
** made but a little lower than the 
*\ angels * ;" yet, in his infant years, he 
is not poflefled of a fingle energy for his 
own relief: the lamb, dropped in the 
flock, is more capable of fuftaining it- 
felf. 

They are orphans too; an affeding 
name, even amidft the advantages of rank 
and affluence ; but how. much more fo 
whendeferted andpennylefs; tender plants, 
with no friendly cover to proted: them 
from the hand of violence and the blafls of 

♦ Pfalm, viii. 5. 

contagion; 
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SERMON contagion; lambs^ without a fhepherd 
feed them in green paftures, and lead them 
beiide the waters of comfort ! So forlon 
a flate is, I believe, unparalleled but ii ^ 
the fingle inftance of the fliffering Jefus; 
who faid of himfelf, the ** foxes have 
** holes, and the birds of the air have 
" nefts, but the Son of Man hath not 
^* where to lay his head */* Yet thougli 
they are thus aliens as it were in the 
creation, they are born with the fiimc 
defires, the fame capacities for happinefs,! 
with the children of a more favoured for- 
tune : but deferted, unproteftcd, friendlefs, 
they muft wither as abortive members of 
the human race, barren and leaflcfs branches 
cut oflf from the tree of life. To them 
feafons return in vain; and while the earth 
fpreads its lap of plenty before the fons ot 

• Matt. viii. 20. 

men, 
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men, to them it is alone denied : for them sermon 
the fun emits no cheering ray ; and night 
directs them to no hofpitable roof. They 
hear of good, as one bom blind liilens to 
the account of light and colours ; and bav- 
in g fpent their day of chfeerlefs vagrancy, 
they return to the womb of the earth, with- 
out having tafted one comfort of exiftence. 
But mark the diifference in thofe whom xiiMtit 
gates are thrown open to receive. It is but 
a few weeks finbe that» from this place, 
I addrefTed an orphan, at the expira- 
tion of her apprenticefhip; whofe mother 
perifhed in the ftreet — literally bowed to 
the earth — by the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and the want of bread. Aftranger took 
the infant from the fide of its expiring mo- 
ther; it was brought to this houfe fo un- 
connefted, as not even to have a name: 
and fhe is now a happy, a valuable fervant, 

with 
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SERMON with every profpe£k of future rcfpedlabilitjf 
and comfort in her Ration. 

Another cafe I cannot help drawing, 
which is not lefs affefting. A father dies, 
perhaps in the fervice of his country: it 
maybe by a fever caught in exceflive labour 
for his family, A mother is left with fa- 
therlefs daughters ; and fhe, worn out \ 
labour, care, and grief, dies in penury. 
Pidture to yourfelves this poor woman Ian- 
guifhing on her bed of ficknefs, with death 
in immediate expedtation. When {he looks 
upon her weeping little ones^ and finds 
herfelf about to leave them totally defence 
lefs \ when fhe refle(5ts that thofe, who are 
wrapt up in her very inmoft foul, are going 
to be expofed to a wide world, fulj of 
fnares, and violence, and cruelty, with all 
the horrors of famine and defertion i -what 
a pang of infupportable agony mnfl this 

add 
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^ add to her dying moments ! but let fome sermon 
angel of comfort approach this dying bed, 
and tell the wretched mother that mainte- 
nance, protedtion, and every parental care, 
is prepared for her poor orphans, when (he 
is no more ; what a gleam of joy would illu- 
mine her pallid countenance in her laft mo- 
ments, and with what heart-felt tranquil- 
lity would (he fay, " Lord now letteft thou 
** thy fervant depart in peace* !'* And if 
from heaven departed fouls look down upon 
the children of the earthy when the beati* 
fied mother beholds, by your means, her 
orphan innocent and happy^ fhe will each 
day reprefent your deeds of love at the 
throne of mercy^ ; and when, at the ap- 
pointed hour, your fpirits fhall be fet free 
from their mortal tabernaclcy they fhall 
wing their flight on the prayers of the or- 
phan into the prefence of their God, and 

• Luke, ii. 29. 

JP this 
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SERMON this mother fhall plead " like angels trum- 
pet tongued" for the protedors of the 
fatherlefs ! 

Do I then fpeak before parents, who 
have themfelves an infant offspring, perhaps 
a race of blooming cherubs, in whom their 
very fouls are wrapt up; who think every 
moment tedious while they are from them, 
and return to them in heightened rapture? 
Imagine thefe infants to become orphans, 
your protedlion to be taken from them, and 
your labours for their welfare and emolu- 
ment to be at an end. 

Or you who are aiFeftionate wives, and 
enraptured mothers ; fuppofe that the fa- 
ther is taken from them, that you are be- 
come widows, and your little innocents 
fatherlefs. In this heart-breaking thought, 
look upon thofe fatherlefs and mothcrlefs; 
and feel for thofe, who are yet crying with- 
out for admiffion. 

Arc 
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Are you children ; and is the mother, sermon 
who nurfed and watched your helplefs ^*^» — "^ 
infancy — the father, who cautioned, who 
inftru6ted, who proteded you, ftill fpared 
to you ? Have you ftill the bleffing of that 
endearing relation, and the benefit of their 
experience ? Have you felt in the hour of 
temptation the advantage of their parental 
caution, without which your fteps had 
well nigh flipped ? Then, in gratitude to 
God, compaflionate thofe who have not 
been fo highly favoured; and endeavour to 
extend thofe advantages to thefe little 
ones, not one of whom is it the will of 
your heavenly Father fhould perifh. 

Perhaps I fpeak to fome whofe hearts 
ftill bleed in the remembrance of that 
maternal love, which is now extindl : to 
fome, who are ready to fay, " Alas ! I had 
"a father!" Sympathy is all-powerful : to 
fuch I need not appeal in behalf of thofe, 

who 
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3ERMON who, when they were deprived of their 
^*'^/*^ father ahd their mother, were deprived of 

their all! 

I conclude as I begun : •* peed thele 

" lambs i" and may ydUr bounty return 

upon yourfelves, laden with a bleffing, and 

the dew of Heaven 1 
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